
 
 
June 8, 2018 
 
Dear Parents of Rising Grades 5 to 8 Students: 
 
This email is intended to provide you with specifics about summer assignments for Upper School 
students. The summer months away from school allow students to recharge their batteries and to pursue 
a variety of recreational and intellectual interests. St. Patrick’s regards reading as one of the most 
important of these pursuits. The summer months can also be associated with some academic lag; 
therefore, we include math work through IXL, an online platform that complements our academic-year 
math program. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about summer reading or 
math.  
 
Summer Reading Overview 
 
Upper School students must read several books over the summer—one required book and a set number 
of personal-choice titles as assigned by the grade level, some number of which must come from the 
summer reading lists available on the  St. Patrick’s website , under Quicklinks, and also attached. Some 
children will find it enjoyable to listen to an app like Tales2go. We hope you and your children find this list 
of suggested titles a helpful resource in selecting books to enjoy over the summer. 
 
Along with this requirement, we provide instructions from next year’s language arts or humanities teacher 
explaining the summer reading and writing assignments for your child’s grade level (attached, and also 
available via the link above). 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: Many of these titles are available for purchase through the St. Patrick’s Amazon 
Affiliates program.   Purchasing through this link  will direct a portion of the proceeds to the St. Patrick’s 
Parents Association. 
 
Please read through the instructions with your child so that s/he understands what the expectations are 
for the summer. Written reflection on literature is a regular exercise in the Upper School, and these 
responses will give your child practice in this type of work. They will also provide next year’s teachers, 
who will collect responses at the beginning of the year, with valuable insight into your child as a reader 
and writer. Please feel free to talk with your child about each writing exercise before s/he begins it, but 
remember that the writing process should be left up to him/her. Students who have not completed the 
required reading and writing assignments by September will be asked to complete the work when they 
return to school. 
 
  

https://www.stpatsdc.org/quicklinks/summerwork2018
http://www.stpatsdc.org/amazon-associates


Summer Math Review 
 
Summer math assignments provide a way for students to engage in the practice of skills over the summer 
so that we begin the school year without spending as much time reviewing previously taught content. 
 
All of the summer math work will take place online using the website IXL. We selected IXL from among 
many options and are confident that it provides students with the most flexibility along with a strong 
sequence of skills for review. 
 
Students can login to the St. Patrick's-specific IXL site at  www.ixl.com/signin/sstpatsdcorg using 
their school-based usernames. 
 
(The usernames generally consist of the student's last name and first initial, and students do NOT need to 
include the email domain as part of the login.) 
 
You can also find this information under the Quicklinks page of the St. Patrick's homepage. See below for 
a sample. 
 
Student Name: John Doe 
 
User name: doej 
 
Password: St. Patrick's-issued password (e.g. beginning with an instrument, flag, mode of transportation, 
etc.) 
 
For planning purposes, you can think of your child working on IXL about twice a week over the course of 
several weeks in the summer. Of course, there will be times when this schedule does not make sense for 
your family, but our hope is that the review will take place over the entire summer rather than during the 
last few days before we return to school. IXL sessions should be approximately 20 minutes in length. 
 
Students should strive to have an IXL “smart score” of 90 on each of these topics when they return to 
school in the fall. Students are free to explore further in IXL. However, our curriculum is not an exact 
match with IXL skill listings, so there may be skills in the grade-level assignments that were not taught in 
the year we just completed or that will be not be taught in the year ahead. 
 
Thank you for supporting this work as your sons and daughters enjoy more sun and outdoor time away 
from school. I also hope that you find ample family time and relaxation, and I look forward to seeing you 
when we return in the fall. 
 
Best, 
 
Dan Spector 
Assistant Head of School  
Head of Upper School 

http://www.ixl.com/signin/sstpatsdcorg

