
 

St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School 
2018 Summer Reading for Students Entering Grade 7* 

   
Required Reading Grade 7 
   
 
The 
Ransom of 
Mercy 
Carter 

Cooney, 
Caroline B. 

Eleven-year-old Mercy Carter is one of several captives taken by the 
Mohawk Indians on their raid of Deerfield, Massachusetts in 1704. At first, 
the captives place their hope in being ransomed; but as time passes and they 
get to know their Indian families, that hope fades. *Available in audio 
through Tales2Go. 

   
*Read at least one book from the list. 
*Read two additional books of your choosing. 
   

Nonfiction 

 
Invincible Microbe: Tuberculosis 
and the Never-Ending Search for 
a Cure 

Murphy, Jim and 
Alison Blank 

This is the story of a killer that has been striking people down for thousands 
of years: tuberculosis. 

Fault Lines in the Constitution: 
The Framers, Their Fights, and 
the Flaws That Affect Us Today 

Levinson, 
Cynthia and 
Sanford 

Many of the political issues we struggle with today have their roots in the US 
Constitution. Authors take readers back to the creation of this historic 
document and discuss problems and offer possible solutions. *Available in 
audio through Audible. 

This Land is Our Land: a 
History of American Immigration 

Osborne, Linda 
Barrett 

Explores the way government policy and popular responses to immigrant 
groups evolved throughout U.S. history. The book concludes with a 
summary of events up to contemporary times, as immigration again becomes 
a hot-button issue. 

We Were There Too! Young 
People in US History Hoose, Phillip Journals, interviews, and other first-person accounts tell the stories of young 

people who played a role in US History. 

   

   

   

   



Biographies & Memoirs 

 

Facing Frederick: The Life of 
Frederick Douglass, a 
Monumental American Man 

Bolden, Tonya 
Facing Frederick captures the whole complicated, and at times perplexing, 
person that he was. Statesman, suffragist, writer, and newspaperman, this 
book focuses on Douglass the man rather than the historical icon. 

Presenting Buffalo Bill: The Man 
Who Invented the Wild West 

Fleming, 
Candace 

Fleming digs for truth behind the myth of showman William "Buffalo Bill" 
Cody, the development of the Wild West, and the treatment of the American 
Indians during late nineteenth century. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Trouble Begins at 8: A Life of 
Mark Twain in the Wild, Wild 
West, The 

Fleischman, Sid 
Biography of Mark Twain, who began life as Samuel Clemens, and became 
the great American, and at times controversial, author and humorist. 
*Available in audio through Audible. 

Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the 
Carlisle Indian School Football 
Team 

Sheinkin, Steve 

Story of athlete Jim Thorpe, taken from his family and sent to boarding 
school where he discovered his prowess in football. His legendary team 
transformed the game all the while facing tremendous racism. *Available in 
audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

   

Historical Fiction 

 

Invasion Myers, Walter 
Dean 

Josiah Wedgewood and Marcus Perry were friends in Virginia, but now that 
they are both involved in the Normandy invasion, the differences in their 
positions is uncomfortable, for Josiah is a white infantryman and Marcus is a 
black transport driver, the only role the segregated army will allow him. 
*Available in audio through Audible. 

It Ain't So Awful, Falafel Dumas, Firoozeh 
Eleven-year-old Zomorod, originally from Iran, tells her story of growing up 
Iranian in Southern California during the Iranian Revolution and hostage 
crisis of the late 1970s. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Journey of Little Charlie, The Curtis, 
Christopher Paul 

A white sharecroppers’ son finds himself on a mission to recapture a family 
that has escaped slavery. *Available in audio through Audible. 

My Name is Not Easy Edwardson, 
Debby Dahl 

Alaskans Luke, Chickie, Sonny, Donna, and Amiq relate their experiences in 
the early 1960s when they are forced to attend a Catholic boarding school 
where, despite different tribal affiliations, they come to find a sort of family 
and home. *Available in audio through Audible. 

   
   
   
   



Realistic Fiction 

 

Land of Permanent Goodbyes, A Abawi, Atia An unforgettable novel that brings readers face to face with the global 
refugee crisis through the eyes of Tareq, a Syrian teen. 

Piecing Me Together Watson, Renee 
Jade has eagerly chased after any opportunity that will help her succeed and 
get out of her neighborhood. But some opportunities feel more demeaning 
than helpful. *Available in audio through Tales2Go. 

Stars Beneath Our Feet Moore, David 
Barclay 

Lolly is grieving the death of his older brother, Jermaine, by making 
masterpieces with the LEGOs his mom’s girlfriend, Yvonne, brings him. But 
when crew members interested in recruiting him start following Lolly 
around, he must confront his grief and the events that led to his brother’s 
death. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Tequila Worm Canales, Viola 
Sofia finds that her experiences as a scholarship student at an Episcopal 
boarding school in Austin only strengthen her ties to her family in the barrio 
community of McAllen, Texas. 

   

Classics 

 

Call of the Wild, The London, Jack 

The story of Buck, a dog abducted from his home and thrust into the 
merciless world of an Arctic north consumed by a quest for gold. To survive 
on the outer edges of civilization, Buck must endure many hardships, 
including bitter cold and the savagery of life. *Available in audio through 
Tales2Go. 

Dragonwings (Golden Mountain 
Chronicles) Yep, Laurence 

In the early twentieth century a young Chinese American boy joins his father 
in San Francisco and helps him realize his dream of making a flying 
machine. 

I, Robot Asimov, Isaac 

In I, Robot, Asimov chronicles the development of the robot through a series 
of interlinked stories: from its primitive origins in the present to its ultimate 
perfection in the not-so-distant future--a future in which humanity itself may 
be rendered obsolete. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s 
Overdrive. 

Watership Down Adams, Richard 

Set in England's Downs, a once idyllic rural landscape, this stirring tale of 
adventure, courage, and survival follows a band of very special rabbits on 
their flight from the intrusion of man and the certain destruction of their 
home. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Wizard of Earthsea Le Guin, Ursula 

A boy grows to manhood while attempting to subdue the evil he unleashed 
on the world as an apprentice to the Master Wizard. *Available in audio 
through Tales2Go. 

   



Sports & Adventure 

 
   

Knockout Holt, K.A. When Levi discovers his love for boxing, he finds himself in the ring with 
those who love him most. 

Name Earned, A Tingle, Tim 
After years of family problems, Bobby Byington's family is finally stable. 
His parents are reunited, his father is sober, and he is a starter on the 
basketball team at his high school. But the door to trouble never stays closed. 

Sadia Nelson, Colleen 
Sadia loves playing basketball and adores her coach and teacher, Mr. Letner, 
who has a knack for inspiring his students. But what should have been an 
ordinary high-school semester becomes mired in complications. 

Valiant, The Livingston, 
Leslie 

Seventeen-year-old Fallon, the daughter of a Celtic king whose other 
daughter was killed by the army of Julius Caesar, is captured and sold to a 
training school for female gladiators owned by Caesar and must overcome 
dangerous rivals. *Available in audio through Audible. 

   

Fantasy & Science Fiction 

 

Akata Witch Okorafor, Nnedi 

American-born, Sunny lives in Nigeria. Though her features are African, but 
she's albino. There seems to be no place where she fits in. And then she 
discovers something amazing—she is a "free agent" with latent magical 
power. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Arc of a Scythe (series) Shusterman, 
Neal 

In a world run by an artificial intelligence cloud called Thunderhead, only 
the Honorable Scythes deal permanent death to near-immortal humans. Yet a 
growing contingent of scythes begin operating outside the Thunderhead’s 
control. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Face Like Glass, A Hardinge, 
Frances 

In the underground city of Caverna craftsmen are skilled at deception, and 
the faces of the people are expressionless. Neverfell is a girl with no memory 
of her past and a face of uncontrollable emotion, which means that she alone 
cannot lie. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Granted Anderson, John 
David 

Ophelia is a Granter: one of the select fairies whose job it is to grant the 
wishes of unsuspecting humans every day and today, Ophelia is going to get 
her very first wish-granting assignment. She's about to discover that figuring 
out how to truly give someone what they want takes much more than a 
handful of fairy dust. *Available in audio through Audible. 

   



Mystery & Suspense 

 

Cherub (series) Muchamore, 
Robert 

James becomes a part of the highly secretive organization, CHERUB, a 
group of teens whose mission is to spy on terrorists and international drug 
dealers, hack into computers, and download crucial information for the 
government. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Thornhill Smy, Pam 
Parallel stories set in different times, one told in prose and one in pictures, 
converge as a girl unravels the mystery of the abandoned Thornhill Institute 
next door. 

Where the Woods End Salter, Charlotte 

Kestrel, a young huntress, lives in a seemingly endless forest crawling with 
dangerous beasts. But the most dangerous beasts of all are the 
Grabbers--beings that are born when you are and stalk you throughout your 
life, waiting for the perfect moment to snatch and eat you. 

York: The Shadow Cipher Ruby, Laura 

Three friends must find the keys to the mystery in the Old York Cipher, a 
puzzle laid into the city itseld, before a real estate developer destroyers their 
only chance to be solved. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s 
Overdrive. 

   

Humor 

 

Born to Rock Korman, Gordon 

Leo Caraway has his life all mapped out. That is, until he discovers his 
biological father is the notorious King Maggot, the lead singer of Purge, a 
popular and destructive punk rock band. *Available in audio through 
Audible. 

Me & Miranda Mullaly Jake Gerhardt Three boys all trying to gain the attention of the same girl become rivals in 
this hilarious tale of misunderstandings. 

Slider Hautman, Pete 

David can eat an entire sixteen-inch pepperoni pizza in four minutes and 
thirty-six seconds. But he has to do better: he’s going to compete in the 
Super Pigorino Bowl, the world’s greatest pizza-eating contest, and he has to 
win it, because he borrowed his mom’s credit card and accidentally spent 
$2,000 on it. So he really needs that prize money. *Available in audio 
through Audible. 

Wee Free Men, The Pratchett, Terry 

A young witch-to-be named Tiffany Aching teams up with the Wee Free 
Men, a clan of six-inch-high blue men, to rescue her baby brother and ward 
off a sinister invasion from Fairyland. *Available in audio through DC 
Public Library’s Overdrive. 

   



Graphic Novels 

 

All Summer Long Larson, Hope 

Bina and her best friend, Austin, usually do everything together, but he's off 
to soccer camp for a month, and he's been acting kind of weird lately 
anyway. But when Austin comes home from camp, and he's acting even 
weirder than when he left. 

Boxers and Saints Yang, Gene 
Luen 

About the Boxer Rebellion at the end of the nineteenth century in China, 
Little Bao and his foil from Saints, Four-Girl, are drawn by the same 
fundamental impulses—for community, family, faith, tradition, 
purpose—and their stories reflect the inner torture that comes when those 
things are threatened. 

Poe: Stories and Poems 

 
Poe, Edgar 
Allen; adapted 
by Gareth Hinds 

Graphic novelist Gareth Hinds takes on the poems and stories of Edgar Allan 
Poe 

Wires and Nerve: The Lunar 
Chronicles Series Meyer, Marissa 

Marissa Meyer extends the world of Lunar Chronicles with brand-new, 
action packed stories about Iko, the android with a heart of (mechanized) 
gold. 

 

* Books can be ordered through Amazon using the St. Patrick’s Amazon Associates link. St. Patrick's receives a small portion of 
the proceeds from these sales. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=stpatsepidays-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&adid=0K8X8HNNG653NNVC0E52&creative=390957&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stpatsdc.org%2Fhoundnet%2Fmission_bylaws%2Fpa_events__programs%2Findex.aspx

