
 

St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School 
2018 Summer Reading for Students Entering Grade 6* 

   
Required Reading Grade 6 
*All students must read two required books: one from List A and one from List B. 
   

List A: Fiction by Rick Riordan. Choose one book. 

 
Lightning Thief, The Riordan, Rick After learning he is the son of a mortal woman and Poseidon, god of the sea, 

twelve-year-old Percy is sent to a summer camp for demigods like himself, 
and joins new friends on a quest to prevent a war between the gods. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Magnus Chase and the Gods of 
Asgard: The Sword of Summer 

Riordan, Rick Magnus learns he is the son of a Norse god and that Viking myths are true. The 
gods of Asgard are preparing for war. To prevent doomsday, Magnus must search 
for a weapon and make a fatal decision. *Available in audio through DC Public 
Library’s Overdrive. 

Red Pyramid, The (Kane 
Chronicles series) 

Riordan, Rick Brilliant Egyptologist Dr. Julius Kane accidentally unleashes the Egyptian 
god Set, who banishes the doctor to oblivion and forces his two children to 
embark on a dangerous journey, bringing them closer to the truth about their 
family and its links to a secret order that has existed since the time of the 
pharaohs. *Available in audio through Audible. 

   
List B: Nonfiction Mythology Texts. Choose one book. 

 
D'Aulaires Book of Greek Myths D’Aulaires, Ingri 

and Edgar 
In print for over fifty years, it continues to introduce generations to Greek 
mythology. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 
 

D'Aulaires Book of Norse Myths D’Aulaires, Ingri 
and Edgar 

A beautifully illustrated introduction to Norse legends, including stories of 
Odin the All-father, Thor the Thunder-god, Loki the mischievous god of the 
Jotun Race, and Ragnarok, the destiny of the gods. 
 

National Geographic Treasury of 
Egyptian Mythology 

Napoli, Donna Jo Lyrical storytelling of Egyptian myths, including those of pharaohs, queens, 
the boisterous Sun God Ra, and legendary creatures like the Sphinx. 
*Available in audio through Tales2Go. 
 

National Geographic Treasury of 
Norse Mythology 

Napoli, Donna Jo Classic stories and dazzling illustrations of gods, goddesses, heroes and 
monsters come to life in a stunning tableau of Norse myths, including those 
of the thunder god Thor, the one-eyed god and Allfather Odin, and the 
trickster god Loki. 
 



Percy Jackson's Greek Gods Riordan, Rick The classic Greek myths and who’s who of the ancients are told in the 
unique voice of Percy Jackson, the protagonist of The Lightning Thief 
series.*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

   
*Read at least two more books of your choosing from below, and a free choice book that does not have to be on this list. 
   

Nonfiction 

 
Girl Who Drew Butterflies, The: 
How Maria Merian's Art 
Changed Science 

Sidman, Joyce Maria Sibylla Merian was one of the first naturalists to observe live insects at 
a time when all bugs were considered to be "beasts of the devil." In this 
visual nonfiction biography, illustrated with original paintings by Merian, we 
get to know one of the first female entomologists who flouted convention in 
the pursuit of knowledge. 

Mystery on Everest: A 
Photobiography of George 
Mallory 

Salkeld, Audrey Discusses the life of British mountain climber, George Mallory, the 
discovery of his body seventy-five years after his death, and the debate over 
whether Mallory was the first person to reach the top of Mount Everest. 

Poison: Deadly Deeds, Perilous 
Professions, and Murderous 
Medicines 

Albee, Sarah A humorous and informative book that traces the role poisons have played in 
human history from antiquity to the present. 

Whydah, The: A Pirate Ship 
Feared, Wrecked, and Found 

Sandler, Martin 
W. 

Sandler tells the exciting true story of the only wrecked pirate ship ever 
found and the mysteries it revealed. 

   

Biographies & Memoirs 

 
Isaac the Alchemist: Secrets of 
Isaac Newton, Reveal'd 

Losure, Mary A look at the life of Isaac Newton, focusing on his early life and scientific 
inquiries. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Samurai Rising: the Epic Life of 
Minamoto Yoshitsune 

Turner, Pamela 
S. 

Chronicles the life and career of samurai Minamoto Yoshitsune, discussing 
his exile as a child, running away as a teenager, becoming a military genius 
and more. *Available in audio through Tales2Go. 

Searching for Sarah Rector: the 
Richest Black Girl in America 

Bolden, Tonya Recounts the story of the 1914 disappearance of eleven-year-old Sarah 
Rector, an African American who was part of the Creek Indian people and 
whose land had made her wealthy, and what it reveals about race, money, 
and American society. 

Ten Days a Madwoman Noyes, Deborah A biography of Nellie Bly, the pioneering journalist whose showy but 
substantive stunts skyrocketed her to fame. 



   

   

Historical Fiction 

 
Island at the End of Everything, 
The 

Hargrave, Kiran 
Millwood 

When the Phillipine government takes over Culion, an island for people with 
leprosy, Ami is put in an orphanage on another island, where she finds a 
friend willing to help her return to her mother. 

Night Diary, The  
Hiranandani, 
Veera 

Nisha and her twin brother, Amil, celebrate their 12th birthday in 1947 India, 
a month before their country receives independence from the British and 
splits into India and Pakistan. *Available in audio through Audible. 

One True Way Hitchcock, 
Shannon 

Welcome to Daniel Boone Middle School in the 1970s, where teachers and 
coaches must hide who they are, and girls who like girls are forced to 
question their own choices. 

Secrets of the Terra-Cotta 
Soldier 

Compestine, 
Ying Chang 

Through the stories of a terra-cotta soldier who has survived through the 
centuries, thirteen-year-old Ming, a village boy in 1970s China, learns the 
history of Emperor Qin, known both for building the Great Wall of China 
and for burying scholars alive, and how and why the terra-cotta soldiers 
came to be. 

   

Realistic Fiction 

 
Ghost Boys Rhodes, Jewell 

Parker 
Twelve-year-old Jerome is shot by a police officer who mistakes his toy gun 
for a real one. As a ghost, he observes his family and community protesting 
against his killing. Jerome meets the ghost of Emmett Till who helps Jerome 
process what has happened, on a journey towards recognizing how historical 
racism may have led to the events that ended his life. *Available in audio 
through Audible. 

Hurricane Child Callender, 
Kheryn 

Born during a storm, Caroline Murphy is convinced that she has been cursed 
with bad luck and finds life more complicated when she meets a new girl in 
school. *Available in audio through Tales2Go. 

Miscalculations of Lightning 
Girl, The 

McAnulty, Stacy A lightning strike made Lucy, twelve, a math genius but, after years of 
homeschooling, her grandmother enrolls her in middle school and she learns 
that life is more than numbers. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Train I Ride Mosier, Paul When her grandmother dies, Rydr is put on a train to Chicago to live with a 
relative. On the road, encounters with strangers help her come to terms with 
life. 



   

   

Classics 

 
Hatchet Paulsen, Gary After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the 

wilderness, learning to survive initially with only the aid of a hatchet given 
him by his mother, and learning also to survive his parents' divorce. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Sword in the Stone, The White, T.H. A retelling of the Arthurian legend. *Available in audio through Tales2Go. 

Watsons Go to Birmingham-- 
1963: A Novel, The 

Curtis, 
Christopher Paul 

The ordinary interactions and everyday routines of the Watsons, an 
African-American family living in Flint, Michigan, are drastically changed 
after they go to visit Grandma in Alabama in the summer of 1963. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Wolves of Willoughby Chase Aiken, Joan Surrounded by villains of the first order, brave Bonnie and gentle cousin 
Sylvia conquer all obstacles in this Victorian melodrama. *Available in 
audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Wrinkle in Time, A L'Engle, 
Madeleine 

Meg Murry, her brother Charles, and their friend Calvin, embark on a 
journey through space and time, assisted by three otherworldly women, 
when they set out to find Meg's father, a physicist who disappeared while 
experimenting with time travel. *Available in audio through DC Public 
Library’s Overdrive. 

   

Sports & Adventure 

 
Braced Gerber, Alyson When her scoliosis doctor tells her that she needs to wear a back brace 

twenty-three hours a day, Rachel knows it will change how she plays soccer, 
her social life, how everyone sees her, and how she sees herself. 

Checked Kadohata, 
Cynthia 

To help his dog through cancer treatment, Conor gives up hockey and finds 
himself considering who he is without the sport that has defined him, and 
connecting more with his family and best friend. *Available in audio through 
Tales2Go. 

Rebound Alexander, 
Kwame 

In the summer of 1988, twelve-year-old Chuck Bell is sent to stay with his 
grandparents, where he discovers jazz and basketball and learns more about 
his family's past. Prequel to The Crossover. *Available in audio through 
Tales2Go. 



Sunny (Track series) Reynolds, Jason The third book in the Track series explores Sunny's relationship with hs 
father, his guilt over his mother's death and his new found interest in dance. 
*Available in audio through Audible. 

   

Fantasy & Science Fiction 

 
 
Aru Shah and the End of Time 

Chokshi, 
Roshani 

Twelve-year-old Aru stretches the truth to fit in at her private school, but 
when she is dared to prove an ancient lamp is cursed, she inadvertently frees 
an ancient demon. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Ice Wolves Kaufman, Amie Orphan twins Anders and Rayna question their shared parentage when a 
routine pickpocket run lands them both in the public trials for admission into 
Ulfar Academy, training center for Vallen’s Wolf Guard—those with the 
rare ability to transform into ice wolves and defend the land from deadly 
dragonfire. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Language of Spells, The Weyr, Garret Grisha is a dragon in a world that's forgotten how to see him. Maggie is a 
unusual child who thinks she's perfectly ordinary. They're an unlikely 
duo--but magic has chosen Grisha and Maggie to solve the darkest mystery 
in Vienna. 

Merlin (series) Barron, T.A. A raging sea tosses a boy upon the shores of ancient Wales. Left for dead, he 
has no memory, no name, and no home. But it is his determination to find 
out who he is--to learn the truth about his mysterious powers--that leads him 
to a strange and enchanted land. And it is there he discovers that the fate of 
this land and his personal quest are strangely entwined. *Available in audio 
through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

   

Mystery & Suspense 

 
Beyond the Bright Sea Wolk, Jennifer Crow was abandoned and set adrift in a small boat when she was just hours 

old. Crow’s only companions are Osh, the man who rescued and raised her, 
and Miss Maggie, their neighbor. When a mysterious fire appears across the 
water, Crow sets off on an effort to discover where she came from. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Out of Wild Night Balliett, Blue Ghosts are on Nantucket. You can hear them in the wind and in the creaks of 
the old homes. They want to be remembered. And, even more, they want to 
protect what was once theirs. *Available in audio through Tales2Go. 



Parker Inheritance, The Johnson, Varian After her parents divorce, 12-year-old Candice Miller begrudgingly moves 
with her mother from Atlanta to the small town of Lambert, S.C., for the 
summer. In the attic of Candice's late grandmother's house she finds a letter 
addressed to her grandmother, which promises treasure to the city if the 
letter's puzzle can be solved. *Available in audio through Tales2Go. 

Wells and Wong Mysteries 
(series) 

Stevens, Robin A middle-grade mystery series set at a 1930s boarding school - Daisy Wells 
and Hazel Wong are best friends at Deepdean School for Girls, and they both 
have a penchant for solving mysteries. 

   

Humor 

 
All Three Stooges Perl, Erica Noah and Dash, two seventh graders who are best friends and comedy 

junkies. That is, they were best friends, until Dash's father died suddenly and 
Dash shut Noah out. Which Noah deserved, according to Noa, the girl who, 
annoyingly, shares both his name and his bar mitzvah day. 

Best. Night. Ever: A Story Told 
From Seven Points of View 

Alpine, Rachele On the night of a middle school dance, excitement yields to complications 
for seven students. 

Frogkisser! Nix, Garth A reluctant younger princess' mission to restore her (somewhat useless) 
sister's suitor to his human form, soon develops into an even more reluctant 
quest to take down her evil stepfather. *Available in audio through DC 
Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Well, That Was Awkward Vail, Rachel There are unexpected consequences when thirteen-year-old Gracie sends 
texts pretending to be her bashful best friend, Sienna, and their friend 
Emmett starts texting back pretending to be shy A.J. *Available in audio 
through Audible. 

   

Graphic Novels 

 
Hermes: Tales of the Trickster O'Connor, 

George 
In volume ten of Olympians, George O'Connor delves into the myth of 
Hermes, the trickster god. 

Older Than Dirt: A Wild but 
True History of Earth 

Brown, Don Explores the geological history of Earth from the Big Bang to the present. 



Prince and the Dressmaker, The Wang, Jen Aspiring designer Frances, is commissioned by Prince Sebastian to secretly 
create stunning couture gowns for Sebastian's adopted alter-ego, fashion icon 
Lady Crystallia. 

Scarlett Hart: Monster Hunter Sedgwick, 
Marcus 

Following in the footsteps of her famous (and deceased) parents, Scarlett 
Hart battles against monsters, ghouls, and all other kinds of dreadful things. 

 

* Books can be ordered through Amazon using the St. Patrick’s Amazon Associates link. St. Patrick's receives a small portion of 
the proceeds from these sales. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=stpatsepidays-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&adid=0K8X8HNNG653NNVC0E52&creative=390957&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stpatsdc.org%2Fhoundnet%2Fmission_bylaws%2Fpa_events__programs%2Findex.aspx

