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2018 Summer Reading for Students Entering Grade 5* 

   

Required Reading Grade 5 

Wild Robot, The 

 

Brown, Peter 

Roz the robot discovers that she is alone on a remote, wild island with no 
memory of where she is from or why she is there, and her only hope of 
survival is to try to learn about her new environment from the island's hostile 
inhabitants. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

   

*Read at least one book from the list. 
*Read two additional books of your choosing. 

Nonfiction 

 
From Here to There: The Story 
of How We Transport Ourselves 
and Everything Else 

Newquist, HP 
In this Smithsonian Institution book, a history of transportation from 
primitive technology to driverless cars is explored. 

Living Color Jenkins, Steve 
Looks at a wide range of colorful animals, describing how their feathers, 
scales, shells, and skin help them survive, warn predators, signal friends, 
attract a mate, or hide from their enemies. 

Ultimate Oceanpedia: The Most 
Complete Ocean Reference Ever 

Wilsdon, 
Christina 

In this National Geographic Kids book, travel through all parts of the ocean 
to learn how it affects our world. Amazing facts, photos, illustrations, and 
diagrams are found throughout, along with conservation tips, weird-but-true 
facts, and a mini ocean atlas. 

You Can Fly: The Tuskegee 
Airmen 

Weatherford, 
Carole Boston 

This collection of free-verse poems offers an evocative portrait of the U.S.’ 
first African American military pilots, who trained at the Tuskegee Institute 
during WWI. 

   

   

   

   



Biographies 

 
42 is Not Just a Number: The 
Odyssey of Jackie Robinson, 
American Hero 

Rappaport, 
Doreen 

A look at the life and legacy of Jackie Robinson, the man who broke the 
color barrier in major league baseball, and became an American hero. 
*Available in audio through Audible. 

Martin Rising: Requiem for a 
King 

Pinkney, Andrea 
Davis 

Documentary poems describe the events surrounding Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s assassination, particularly the Memphis sanitation workers’ strikes that 
brought him to the city where he eventually died. 

Some Writer!: The Story of E.B. 
White 

Sweet, Melissa 
Biography of children’s book author E. B. White incorporates photographs, 
personal letters, pages from his books, and collage illustrations with 
engaging text. 

Voice of Freedom: Fannie Lou 
Hamer, Spirit of the Civil Rights 
Movement 

Weatherford, 
Carole Boston 

The inspirational singer and Civil Rights activist comes to life in 22 brief, 
first person, free verse poems that seamlessly incorporate Hamer’s own 
words. The biography takes her from a sharecropping child to a community 
leader. *Available in audio through Audible. 

   

Historical Fiction 

 

Betty Before X 
Shabazz, Iyasah 
and Renée 
Watson 

Fictional account of the early life of Betty Shabazz, late civil rights leader 
and widow of Malcolm X, draws on the recollections of family and friends. 
*Available in audio through Audible. 

Book of Boy, The 
Murdock, 
Catherine Gilbert 

In 1350, a boy with a large hump on his back becomes the servant of a 
shadowy pilgrim on his way to Rome, who pulls the boy into a dangerous 
expedition across Europe to gather the seven precious relics of Saint Peter. 
*Available in audio through Tales2Go. 

Finding Wonders: Three Girls 
Who Changed Science 

Atkins, Jeannine 

Historical fiction in verse that tells of three curious and imaginative girls 
who become groundbreaking scientists. Readers will learn about Maria 
Sibylla Merian, Mary Anning, and Maria Mitchell who lived in different 
places in different time periods, but were motivated by wonder. 

Wolf’s Boy, The 
Beckhorn, Susan 
Williams 

Two outcasts, a boy and a wolf, band together to survive the harsh, Ice-age 
winter. 

   

   



Realistic Fiction 

 

Ivy Aberdeen's Letter to the 
World 

Blake, Ashley 
Herring 

When Ivy's home is leveled by a tornado her family is displaced. In the 
temporary shelter, Ivy makes a new friend, June, and discovers she's 
developing a crush on her. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Science of Breakable Things Keller, Tae 
Middle schooler Natalie's year-long assignment to answer a question using 
the scientific process leads to truths about her mother's depression and her 
own cultural identity. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Truth as Told by Mason Buttle, 
The 

Connor, Leslie 

Mason, large, sweaty and dyslexic, is a regular target of bullying. He is also 
grieving for his best friend who died in an accident. Hope comes in the form 
of a new friend, but Lieutenant Baird hounds Mason for more information 
about the accident. *Available in audio through Audible. 

You Go First 
Kelly, Erin 
Entrada 

Preteens Charlotte and Ben enjoy an ongoing online Scrabble feud, each 
vying for word-game domination, while they both silently struggle with 
middle school social catastrophes and rocky family life. *Available in audio 
through Audible. 

   

Classics 

 

Holes Sachar, Louis 

Stanley Yelnats begins a journey of self-discovery when he is sent to a 
juvenile detention center in Texas and suspects the motives of a warden who 
forces him and the other boys to dig five-foot-deep holes as punishment. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Kira Kira 
Kadohata, 
Cynthia 

Growing up in rural Georgia during the late 1950s, Katie is cheered by the 
optimism of her sister and best friend Lynn, but when Lynn becomes very ill, 
Katie struggles to find a way to keep her hopeful spirit alive within the 
family. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Phantom Tollbooth, The Juster, Norton 
A quirky fantasy and logic story featuring Milo, a restless and precocious 
ten-year-old, who learns to appreciate the ordinary things in life after he 
embarks on a wondrous journey. 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry 
Taylor, Mildred 
D. 

Compelling tale of 9-year old Cassie and her family's experiences facing 
racism in 1930s Mississippi. *Available in audio through DC Public 
Library’s Overdrive. 

   
   
   
   



Sports & Adventure 

 

Ghost (Track series) Reynolds, Jason 

Ghost, a naturally talented runner and troublemaker, is recruited for an elite 
middle school track team. He must stay on track, literally and figuratively, to 
reach his full potential. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s 
Overdrive. 

Out of Left Field Klages, Ellen 
In 1957, inspired by what she is learning about civil rights and armed with 
knowledge of female ball players, ten-year-old Katy Gordon fights to be 
allowed to play Little League baseball. 

Takedown Shovan, Laura 
Told in alternating chapters, Takedown talks about the daily dynamics on 
and off the mat, of two middle school wrestlers, Mikayla and Lev. 

True Legend Lupica, Mike 
True has a talent on the court that makes him a legend, but when he buys into 
the hype trouble is everywhere. *Available in audio through Audible. 

   

Fantasy & Science Fiction 

 

Dragon's Guide (series) 
Yep, Laurence 
and Joanne 
Ryder 

Feisty dragon Miss Drake's new pet human, precocious ten-year-old Winnie, 
not only thinks Miss Drake is her pet, she accidentally brings to life her 
"sketchlings" of mysterious and fantastic creatures hidden in San Francisco, 
causing mayhem among its residents. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Jumbies, The Baptiste, Tracey 
Eleven-year-old Corinne must call on her courage and an ancient magic to 
stop an evil spirit and save her island home. *Available in audio through 
Tales2Go. 

Last, The (Endling series) 
Applegate, 
Katherine 

Byx, the last of the dairnes, sets out to find others of her kind and along the 
way meets new allies. The group soon uncovers a secret that threatens the 
lives of every creature in their world. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Spell and Spindle 
Schusterman, 
Michelle 

The Museum of Peculiar Arts holds many oddities including Penny, a 
child-size marionette who almost looks alive. One day, a boy named Chance 
touches Penny's strings and suddenly Chance is trapped in Penny's 
marionette body, while Penny is free. She knows she should find a way to 
switch back, but how can she return to her puppet shell? 

   
   
   
   



Mystery & Suspense 

 

Click Here to Start Markell, Denis 
When Ted inherits his uncle's apartment he realizes it is set up like a real-life 
video game and must solve the puzzles with his friends to discover a 
treasure. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Lockwood & Co. (series) Stroud, Jonathan 

Visitors are malevolent ghosts that can only be sensed by children, so it is up 
to children to handle them. Lucy, Anthony and George form Lockwood & 
Co in order to banish ghosts for good. *Available in audio through DC 
Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Nightbooks White, J.A. 
Alex loves horror stories, but the night he sets out to destroy his own original 
tales—he finds himself trapped by a witch in an enchanted apartment who 
requires him to tell her one of his horror stories each night, or else. 

Properly Unhaunted Place, A 
Alexander, 
William 

In a world where ghost are the norm, Rosa Díaz finds herself in a town 
suspiciously devoid of hauntings. 

   

Humor 

 

Exit Strategy Allbright, Lauren 
Twelve-year-old Ross tries to discover the formula for being funny and 
getting his new classmates to like him. 

Losers Club 
Clement, 
Andrew 

Alec just wants to sit alone and read, so when her comes up with a plan to 
create the Losers Club he knows that no kid would ever want to join. To his 
dismay, the Losers Club soon becomes the most popular group in school. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Sidetracked 
Asher, Diana 
Harmon 

Joseph is far from athletic and seems to be a bully magnet. Heather, the new 
girl, is athletic, but also doesn't fit in. But on the newly formed track team 
where students try to reach their personal best, that find unexpectedly, that 
they belong. *Available in audio through Audible. 

We Are Party People Margolis, Leslie 

Pixie loves to help her family behind the scenes, passing out cupcakes and 
helping with crafts. But when Pixie’s mom leaves to help Pixie’s 
grandmother, who is suffering from dementia, Pixie and her dad must juggle 
the party-planning business together. 

   
   
   
   



Graphic Novels 

 

Be Prepared Brosgol, Vera 

All Vera wants to do is fit in--but that's not easy for a Russian girl in the 
suburbs. Her friends live in fancy houses and their parents can afford to send 
them to the best summer camps. Vera's single mother can't afford that sort of 
luxury, but there's one summer camp in her price range--Russian summer 
camp. 

Cardboard Kingdom, The Sell, Chad 
A neighborhood of kids transform ordinary cardboard into fantastical 
homemade costumes as they explore conflicts with friends, family, and their 
own identity. 

Lucy and Andy Neanderthal 
(series) 

Brown, Jeffrey 

Lucy and Andy, two Neanderthal siblings living 40,000 years ago, take on 
bossy teens, cave paintings, and a mammoth hunt. But what will happen 
when they encounter a group of humans? Includes a special section 
dispelling Neanderthal myths. 

Witch Boy, The Ostertag, Molly 

In thirteen-year-old Aster's family, all the girls are raised to be witches, 
while boys grow up to be shapeshifters. Anyone who dares cross those lines 
is exiled. Unfortunately for Aster, he still hasn't shifted . . . and he's still 
fascinated by witchery, no matter how forbidden it might be. 

 

* Books can be ordered through Amazon using the St. Patrick’s Amazon Associates link. St. Patrick's receives a small portion of 
the proceeds from these sales. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=stpatsepidays-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&adid=0K8X8HNNG653NNVC0E52&creative=390957&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stpatsdc.org%2Fhoundnet%2Fmission_bylaws%2Fpa_events__programs%2Findex.aspx

