
 

St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School 
2018 Summer Reading for Students Entering Grade 4* 

   
Required Reading Grade 4 

Lowji Discovers America  

Fleming, Candice A nine-year-old East Indian boy tries to adjust to his new life in 
suburban America.  

   

Read at least three more books - one from this list. 

   

Nonfiction 

 

Rodent Rascals Munro, Roxie This book depicts rodent species from around the world and 
describes their life cycles, sizes, habitats, and ranges. 

Rock & Roll Highway: the Robbie 
Robertson Story Robertson, Sebastian 

Growing up as the child of a Mohawk Indian mother and a Jewish 
professional gambler father, Robbie developed an interest in music 
that was fueled by reservation storytelling. 

We Are the Ship: the Story of Negro 
League Baseball Nelson, Kadir 

Explores the history of Negro League baseball teams, discussing 
owners, players, hardships, wins, and losses; and including 
illustrations. *Available in audio through Audible. 

What Was the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition? (Who Was series) St. George, Judith 

Presents an account of the two-and-a-half-year expedition that 
yielded vast knowledge of the West, geographically and 
scientifically. 

 



Biographies 

 
Lady Has the Floor, A: Belva 
Lockwood Speaks Out for Women's 
Rights 

 
Hannigan, Kate 

Belva Lockwood was a teacher, a lawyer (first woman to enter the 
bar of the U.S. Supreme Court), a suffragist, and a presidential 
candidate. 

Meet Cindy Sherman: Artist, 
Photographer, Chameleon 

Greenberg, Jan and 
Sandra Jordan 

A biography of photographer Cindy Sherman, known for dressing 
up and taking on different roles and characters in her photographs. 

Schomburg: The Man Who Built a 
Library 

Weatherford, Carole 
Boston 

Biography of Afro-Puerto Rican Schomburg introduces his efforts 
to collect and correct the history of the contributions of “Africa’s 
sons and daughters.” *Available in audio through Audible. 

Trudy's Big Swim: How Gertrude 
Ederle Swam the English Channel and 
Took the World by Storm 

Macy, Sue Biography of Gertrude Ederle on the record-breaking swim that 
cemented her place in the history of women’s sports. 

 

Historical Fiction 

 

Al Capone Throws Me a Curve Choldenko, Gennifer 

Moose has his hands full during the summer of 1936 watching his 
autistic sister, Natalie, and the warden's daughter, Piper, and trying 
to get on a baseball team by proving he knows Al Capone. 
*Available in audio through Audible. 

Birchbark House (series) Erdrich, Louise 

Omakayas, a seven-year-old Native American girl of the Ojibwa 
tribe, lives through the joys of summer and the perils of winter on 
an island in Lake Superior in 1847.  
*Available in audio through Tales2Go 

Lucky Broken Girl Behar, Ruth 

Ruthie Mizrahi and her family recently emigrated from Castro’s 
Cuba to New York City. Just when she’s finally beginning to feel a 
sense of belonging, she is involved in a car accident with a long 
hospitalization. *Available in audio through Audible. 

When Mischief Came to Town Nannestad, Katrina 

In 1911, when orphaned ten-year-old Inge comes to live with her 
stern grandmother in a remote island village in Bornholm, 
Denmark, she ends up changing the climate of the town, bringing 
joy and laughter to her grandmother's life. 

 



Realistic Fiction 

 

Clayton Byrd Goes Underground Williams-Garcia, Rita 
Clayton is forbidden by his mother from playing the blues after his 
grandfather dies and runs away to the subways to join a band. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

In the Footsteps of Crazy Horse Marshall, Joseph 

Teased for his fair coloring, Jimmy travels with his maternal 
grandfather, Nyles High Eagle, to learn about his Lakota heritage 
while visiting places significant in the life of Crazy Horse, in a tale 
that weaves the past with the present. 

Sky at Our Feet Hashimi, Nadia 

Jason finds out that his Afghan mother has been living illegally in 
the United States since his father was killed in Afghanistan. 
Although Jason was born in the US, it's hard to feel American now 
when he's terrified that his mother will be discovered and that they 
will be separated. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Adventures With Waffles Parr, Maria 
Trille and Lena are best friends. But when Lena has to move away 
and Auntie Granny leaves the world, it feels like nothing will ever 
be right again. *Available in audio through Audible. 

 

Classic Books to Read Together 

 

Alice's Adventures in Wonderland Carroll, Lewis Alice falls down a rabbit hole and discovers a nonsensical world. 
*Available in audio through Tales2Go 

Chronicles of Prydain, The Alexander, Lloyd 

Prince Gwydion and Taran, Assistant Pig-Keeper, must lead a 
precarious expedition to recover the most powerful weapon in the 
kingdom of Prydain from the evil clutches of Arawn-Death-Lord. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Dear Mr. Henshaw Cleary, Beverly 

In his letters to his favorite author, ten-year-old Leigh reveals his 
problems in coping with his parents' divorce, being the new boy in 
school, and generally finding his own place in the world. 
*Available in audio through Audible. 

From the Mixed-Up Files of Mrs. 
Basil E. Frankweiler E.L. Konigsburg 

Having run away with her younger brother to live in the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art, Claudia strives to keep things in 
order in their new home. *Available in audio through DC Public 
Library’s Overdrive. 
 



Sports & Adventure 

 

Adventures of a Girl Called Bicycle, 
The Uss, Christina 

Bicycle secretly takes off from Washington, D.C., on her steadfast 
bike, Clunk, and heads to San Francisco by herself to find her 
bike-racing hero, Zbig—and, hopefully, her first real friend. 
*Available in audio through Audible. 

Long Pitch Home Lorenzi, Natalie Dias 
When Bilal's family suddenly moves to America, his father stays 
in Pakistan, and Bilal embraces baseball. But will Baba ever get to 
America to see Bilal pitch a game? 

Rip and Red (series) Bildner, Phil 

Rip and Red are best friends who love basketball. In fifth grade 
they also find themselves with a new basketball coach: Mr. 
Acevedo! Now Rip is knocked completely out of his comfort zone, 
for Red, who has autism, the changes are even more of a struggle. 

STAT: Standing tall and talented 
(series) Stoudemire, Amar'e 

Sports lovers will enjoy the basketball action in this series based 
on the author's growing up experience and later life as an NBA 
player. 

 

Fantasy & Science Fiction 

 

Bayou Magic Rhodes, Jewell Parker 

Visiting her grandmother in the Louisiana bayou, ten-year-old 
Maddy begins to realize that she may be the only sibling to carry 
on the gift of her family's magical legacy. 
 *Available in audio through Tales2Go 

Dash of Trouble, A (Love Sugar 
Magic series) 

 
Meriano, Anna 

Leonora Logrona discovers her sisters and mother are not just 
bakers but also brujas and tries to prove herself as good as them by 
helping a friend.  
*Available in audio through Audible. 

Jupiter Storm Dumas, Marti 

Jackie excels at being in charge. So, when a curious chrysalis 
appears in Jackie's front yard, she naturally decides to take charge 
of it. The creature that emerges is not like anything Jackie has ever 
seen, and she soon realizes that she must protect it at all costs, 
even from her own family.  
*Available in audio through Audible. 

Wings of Fire (series) Sutherland, Tui 

The seven dragon tribes have been at war for generations, locked 
in an endless battle over an ancient, lost treasure. A secret 
movement called the Talons of Peace is determined to bring an end 
to the fighting.  
*Available in audio through Tales2Go 

   



Mystery & Suspense 

 

Hilde Cracks the Case (series) Lysiak, Hilde Super-sleuth and media sensation Hilde Lysiak's reporting skills 
are put to the test in this fun mystery series. 

Framed! (Framed series) Ponti, James 

Florian has just moved to Washington. He's learning his way 
around using TOAST, which stands for the Theory of All Small 
Things. It's a technique he invented to solve life's little mysteries 
such as where to sit on the first day of school, but also how to 
solve crimes for the FBI. 

Jigsaw Jungle Levine, Kristin 

Claudia Dalton's father has disappeared. What began as a late night 
at work has spiraled into a missing persons case--one that's left 
twelve-year-old Claudia questioning everything she's ever known 
about her father and their family. *Available in audio through 
Audible. 

Treasure of Maria Mamoun, The Chalfoun, Michelle 
When Maria leaves the South Bronx for Martha's Vineyard, she 
doesn't expect much change, that is, until she joins forces with a 
local boy to sail and search for pirate treasure. 

   

Humor 

 

Babymouse: Tales from the Locker 
(series) Holm, Jennifer L. Babymouse Tales from the Locker is a new paper-over-board 

series featuring the star of the popular graphic novels, Babymouse! 

I'm Just no Good at Rhyming and 
Other Nonsense for Mischievous Kids 
and Immature Grown-ups 

Harris, Chris 

Hilarity and nonsense characterize this illustrated poetry 
collection, which engages the reader in a lively conversation 
between the writer and illustrator. *Available in audio through 
Audible. 

Lions & Liars Beasley, Kate 
When social misfit Frederick Frederickson is mistaken for a 
popular and devious boy at a disciplinary camp, he struggles to 
maintain the charade. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Terrible Two, The (series) Barnett, Mac 

In his old school, everyone knew Miles was the town's best 
prankster, but after moving to Yawnee Valley quickly discovers he 
has competition. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s 
Overdrive. 

   



Graphic Novels 

 

Amulet (series) Kibuishi, Kazu 
After the their father dies, Emily and Navin move with their 
mother to the home of her deceased great-grandfather, but the 
strange house proves to be dangerous. 

City on the Other Side, The Scott, Mairghread and 
Robin Robinson 

Quiet and well-behaved, Isabel is not the kind of girl who goes on 
adventures. But when Isabel breaches an invisible barrier and steps 
into another world she discovers a city not unlike her own, but 
magical and dangerous. 

Clem Hetherington and the Ironwood 
Race 

Breach, Jen and Douglas 
Holgate 

Clementine and her robot brother, Digory, have run away from the 
orphanage they've been living in since their parents died. They 
want to follow in their archaeologist mother's footsteps, and their 
chance arrives when they enter a race to recover stolen artifacts. 

Mighty Jack series Hatke, Ben 

When Jack trades his mom's car for a bag of seeds, he doesn't 
expect that planting them will grow wild creatures, including one 
that has kidnapped his sister. Now Jack and his neighbor Lilly 
must follow her to a world between worlds beyond the vines and 
stalks to rescue her from a goblin king. 

 

* Books can be ordered through Amazon using the St. Patrick’s Amazon Associates link. St. Patrick's receives a small portion of the 
proceeds from these sales. 

 

https://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=stpatsepidays-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&adid=0K8X8HNNG653NNVC0E52&creative=390957&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stpatsdc.org%2Fhoundnet%2Fmission_bylaws%2Fpa_events__programs%2Findex.aspx

