
 

St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School  
2018 Summer Reading for Students Entering Grade 1* 

 

Early Reader Series/Transitional Chapter Books 

 

Andy and Sandy (series) DePaola, Tomie This series features best friends and declarative simple sentences 
that work well for emerging readers. 

Baby Monkey, Private Eye Selznick, Brian and 
David Serlin 

Baby Monkey's detective adventures come to life in a blend of 
picture book, beginning reader, and graphic novel. 

Dance, Dance, Dance Long, Ethan 
When Buggy sees Horse dancing, he thinks Horse is just 
moving around. Can Horse convince the reluctant Buggy to 
lighten up and join in? 

Fly Guy (series) Arnold, Tedd Hilarious stories about a boy and his pet fly.  *Available in 
audio through Tales2Go. 

Go, Otto, Go! (Otto series) Milgrim, David Otto the robot builds a spaceship to take him home. 

I See a Cat Meisel, Paul A dog enjoys barking at a cat, a bee, and especially squirrels. 

Max Goes to the Farmers' Market  
(Max series) Klein, Adria Max and his mom go to the farmers’ market. What will Max and 

his mom buy? 

National Geographic Readers (pre-reader 
series) 

National Geographic 
(various authors) 

Pre-Reader books are good fit books for kids who are curious 
about nonfiction subjects and ready to read. 

There's a Pest in the Garden!  
(Giggle Gang series) Thomas, Jan There's a pest in the garden and he's eating all the vegetables! 

But Duck has a plan to save the day (well, sort of).  

Rocket (series) Hills, Tad Rocket loves to collect words for his word tree with his teacher, 
the little yellow bird. 

 



Picture Books to Read Together or Independently 

 

Alfie Heder, Thyra The reader gets both sides of the story in this clever tale of a lost 
pet and the search for a perfect birthday gift. 

Alma and How She Got Her Name Martinez-Neal, Juana Alma Sofia Esperanza Jose Pura Candela learns why she has so 
many names. 

Crown: An Ode to the Fresh Cut Barnes, Derrick In a vibrant, joyful tribute to the barbershop experience, a young 
black boy relishes in the majesty of a fresh new cut. 

Drawn Together Le, Minh 

When a young boy visits his grandfather, their lack of a 
common language leads to confusion, frustration, and silence. 
But as they sit down to draw together, something magical 
happens-with a shared love of art and storytelling. 

Harriet Gets Carried Away Sima, Jessie While shopping with her dads for birthday supplies, Harriet is 
taken by penguins and must form a plan to get herself back. 

I Walk with Vanessa: A Story About a 
Simple Act of Kindness Kerascoët 

Wordless book - Story about a new girl, Vanessa, a bully and 
how one girl's decision to walk with Vanessa spurs others into 
positive action. 

Mommy's Khimar Thompkins-Bigelow, 
Jamilah 

A young, black Muslim girl puts on a head scarf and not only 
feels closer to her mother, she also imagines herself as a queen, 
the sun, a superhero, and more. 

They Say Blue Tamaki, Jillian A young girl describes where she finds colors in both the world 
around her and beyond what she can see. 

When's My Birthday Fogliano, Julie In an infectious, bouncy rhythm, Fogliano playfully captures the 
antsy excitement for birthdays in a pitch-perfect kid voice. 

You Hold Me Up Smith, Monique Gray 
This book encourages children to show love and support for 
each other and to consider each other’s well-being in their 
everyday actions. 

 



Nonfiction/Biographies 

 

Balderdash! John Newbery and the 
Boisterous Birth of Children's Books Markel, Michelle 

Biography chronicles the life of John Newbery--for whom the 
Newbery Medal is named--became a celebrated author and 
publisher, changing the world of children's books forever. 

Counting on Katherine: How Katherine 
Johnson Saved Apollo 13 Becker, Helaine 

From Katherine's early beginnings as a gifted student to her 
heroic accomplishments as a prominent mathematician at 
NASA, this is the story of an American icon who not only 
calculated the course of moon landings but, in turn, saved lives. 

Coyote Moon Gianferrari, Maria 
Striving to feed her pups, a coyote hunts in the moonlight until 
dawn. This strikingly illustrated, nonfiction offering holds many 
facts and celebrates this skilled predator. 

Do Not Lick This Book Ben-Barak, Idan An interactive book about the germs that occupy real estate on 
all of our bodies. 

Every Month is a New Year: Celebrations 
Around the World Singer, Marilyn A collection of original poems about New Year celebrations 

throughout the year and around the world. 

Fur, Feather, Fin All of Us are Kin Lang, Diane A rhyming a tour through the amazing animal kingdom, from 
mammals to millipedes and everything in between! 

Hidden Life of a Toad, The Wechsler, Doug Day-by-day look at how tadpoles become toads. 

Raindrops Roll Sayre, April Pulley 
Sheds new light on the wonders of rain, from the beauty of a 
raindrop balanced on a leaf to the amazing, never-ending water 
cycle that keeps our planet in perfect ecological balance. 

Whose Hands Are These?: A Community 
Helper Guessing Book Paul, Miranda Encourages readers to guess who belongs to which hands based 

on text and picture clues. 

William Hoy Story, The: How a Deaf 
Baseball Player Changed the Game Churnin, Nancy Biography of William Hoy a talented major league baseball 

player and his effect on the manner in which baseball is played. 

   



Folk & Fairytales 

 

Chicken in the Kitchen Okorafor, Nnedi A young girl named, Anyaugo awakens one night to find the 
shadow of a giant chicken passing her bedroom door. 

Chinese Emperor's New Clothes, The 
 
Compestine, Ying 
Chang 

Ming Da is only nine years old when he becomes the emperor of 
China, and his three advisers take advantage of him. But Ming 
Da has a plan to outsmart them. 

Prince & Knight Haack, Daniel 
A noble prince and a brave knight come together to defeat a 
terrible monster and in the process find true love in a most 
unexpected place. 

Princesa and the Pea, La Elya, Susan 
Middleton 

This Pura Belpre award winner is a playful retelling of the 
classic fairy tale is set in Peru. 

Wolf, the Duck, & the Mouse, The Barnett, Mac A mouse and duck discover that there are upsides to being 
swallowed by a wolf. 

 

Read-alouds 

 

Catwings Le Guin, Ursula K. Four winged-cats leave search for a safe place to live. 
*Available in audio through Tales2Go. 

Circles of Hope Williams, Karen Lynn After many futile attempts to plant a tree in honor of his new 
baby sister, a young Haitian boy discovers the perfect solution. 

Teddy & Co. Voigt, Cynthia A group of lost toys live on an island, and their community must 
adapt as new toys come and go. 

Tua and the Elephant Harris, R.P. 
In Chiang Mai, Thailand, nine-year-old Tua releases an abused 
elephant from its chains, but it will be a challenge to get the 
elephant to refuge without getting caught. 

Yours Sincerely, Giraffe Iwasa, Megumi Giraffe, bored and looking for a friend, becomes pen pals with 
Penguin in this illustrated chapter book. 

 



* Books can be ordered through Amazon using the St. Patrick’s Amazon Associates link. St. Patrick's receives a small portion of the 
proceeds from these sales. 
 
 

https://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=stpatsepidays-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&adid=0K8X8HNNG653NNVC0E52&creative=390957&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stpatsdc.org%2Fhoundnet%2Fmission_bylaws%2Fpa_events__programs%2Findex.aspx

