
 

St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School 
2019 Summer Reading for Students Entering Grade 8* 
   
Required Reading Grade 8 
 
 
 

Uprising 
Haddix, 
Margaret 
Peterson 

Told from alternating points of view, this historical novel draws upon the 
experiences of three different young women who work together at the 
Triangle Shirtwaist Factory under terrible conditions, and are present during 
the fateful fire on March 25, 1911. Includes historical notes. *Available in 
audio through Tales2Go. 

 
*Read at least two more books - one from the list below. 
 
*For Capstone Summer Reading, read: 

● one book, 
● two articles and 
● The United Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 

 

Nonfiction 

 

Brown V. Board of Education: A 
Fight for Simple Justice 

Rubin, Susan 
Goldman 

This thorough look at the landmark Supreme Court case that ended school 
segregation illuminates an important part of U.S. history. 

Camp Panda: Helping Cubs 
Return to the Wild 

Thimmesh, 
Catherine 

An uplifting story about the China Conservation and Research Center for the 
Giant Panda in the Wolong Nature Reserve, which reintroduces pandas to 
the wild 

Just Mercy: Adapted for Young 
Adults: A True Story of the Fight 
for Justice 

Stevenson, 
Bryan 

In this very personal work, acclaimed lawyer and social justice advocate 
Bryan Stevenson offers a glimpse into the lives of the wrongfully imprisoned 
and his efforts to fight for their freedom. *Available in audio through 
Audible. 

Votes for Women!: American 
Suffragists and the Battle for the 
Ballot 

Conkling, 
Winifred 

A comprehensive history about the founders, leaders, organizers, and 
opponents of American women's long quest for the right to vote. It includes 
information about racial and class tensions within the movements and 
primary sources. *Available in audio through Audible. 
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Biographies & Memoirs 

 

Faithful Spy, The: Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer and the Plot to Kill 
Hitler 

Hendrix, John 

Pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer, upset by the complacency of the German church 
with Nazis, forms a breakaway church to speak out. Struggling to reconcile 
his faith and the teachings of the Bible with the Nazi Party's evil agenda, 
Bonhoeffer decides that Hitler must be stopped by any means possible! 

Fannie Never Flinched: One 
Woman's Courage in the 
Struggle for American Labor 
Union Rights 

Farrell, Mary 
Cronk 

Biography chronicles Fannie Sellins’ life as a garment worker, organizer, 
and martyr for workers’ rights at the turn of the 20th century. 

Proud: Living My American 
Dream (Young Readers Edition) 

Muhammad, 
Ibtihaj 

The inspiring and critically acclaimed all-American story of faith, family, 
hard work, and perseverance by Olympic fencer, activist, and Time "100 
Most Influential People" honoree Ibtihaj Muhammad. *Available in audio 
through Audible. 

Shout: A Poetry Memoir Anderson, Laurie 
Halse 

The award-winning author, who is also a rape survivor, opens up in this 
powerful free-verse memoir, holding nothing back. *Available in audio 
through Audible. 

   

Historical Fiction 

 

Between Shades of Gray Sepetys, Ruta 

In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their 
Lithuanian home by Soviet guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is 
sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights for her life, vowing to 
honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a jar on 
Lithuanian soil. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Code Talker: A Novel about the 
Navajo Marines of World War II Bruchac, Joseph 

After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a 
useless language, Ned Begay and other Navajo men are recruited by the 
Marines to become code talkers, sending messages during World War II in 
their native tongue. *Available in audio through Tales2Go. 

Outrun the Moon Lee, Stacey 

On the eve of the San Francisco Earthquake of 1906, Mercy Wong--daughter 
of Chinese immigrants--is struggling to hold her own among the spoiled 
heiresses at prestigious St. Clare's School. When tragedy strikes, everyone 
must band together to survive. *Available in audio through Tales2Go. 

White Rose Wilson, Kip 

This novel in verse recounts the lives of Sophie School, her brother and 
friends that formed the White Rose group that criticized and stood against 
the facist Nazi regime, calling Germans to action before being arrested for 
treason. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 
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Realistic Fiction 

 

Love From A to Z Ali, S.K.  

Zayneb and Adam, meet during their spring break in Doha, Qatar. Zayneb 
escaping suspension after conflict with an Islamophobic teacher; Adam, who 
needing to connect with family after being diagnosed with multiple sclerosis. 
Both write their thoughts in journals divided into sections on Marvels and 
Oddities. This is a poignant love story between two practicing Muslims who 
stay true to themselves and to their beliefs. *Available in audio through 
Audible. 
 

Lovely War, The Berry, Julie 

Aphrodite, facing judgment on Mount Olympus for her constant 
indiscretions, tells the a love story of couples that she interfered with during 
WWI: Hazel, James, Aubrey, and Colette. A classical pianist from London, a 
British would-be architect-turned-soldier, a Harlem-born ragtime genius in 
the U.S. Army, and a Belgian orphan with a gorgeous voice and a 
devastating past. *Available in audio through Libby. 

On the Come Up Thomas, Angie 

Sixteen-year-old Bri, an aspiring rapper, finds herself stereotyped and 
depicted as a “hoodlum” following the release of her debut song, written in 
response to being assaulted by school security guards. *Available in audio 
through Libby. 

The Summer of Jordi Perez (And 
the Best Burger in Los Angeles) Spalding, Amy 

Seventeen, fashion-obsessed, and gay, Abby Ives has always been content 
playing the sidekick in other people's lives, focusing instead on her plus-size 
style blog. But when she lands a great internship at her favorite boutique, she 
falls hard for her fellow intern, Jordi Perez. *Available in audio through 
Audible. 

   

Classics 

 

145th Street: Short Stories Myers, Walter 
Dean Ten stories portray life on a block in Harlem. 

Before We Were Free Alvarez, Julia 

Anita, a typically self-absorbed twelve-year-old living in the Dominican 
Republic in the early 1960s, is surprised to discover her family is involved in 
the underground movement to end the bloody rule of the dictator, General 
Trujillo. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Jane Eyre Bronte, Charlotte 

"Plain" orphan Jane Eyre is not expected to amount to much. When she is 
appointed as a governess at the gothic mansion of Thornfield, and has a 
chance to make more of her life, including a chance at real love. But when 
tragedy strikes, she will have to use all her bravery, spirit and resolve to 
overcome her supposed fate, and forge her own destiny. *Available in audio 
through Audible. 
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Outsiders, The Hinton, S.E. 

Rivalry between rich and poor gangs in 1960s Oklahoma leads to the deaths 
of three teenagers and intense soul-searching for one of the kids involved, a 
sensitive fourteen-year-old writer named Ponyboy. *Available in audio 
through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Tree Grows in Brooklyn, A Smith, Betty 

Young Francie Nolan, having inherited both her father's romantic and her 
mother's practical nature, struggles to survive and thrive growing up in the 
slums of Brooklyn in the early twentieth century. *Available in audio 
through Audible. 

   

Sports & Adventure 

 

Becoming Kareem: Growing Up 
On and Off the Court 

Abdul-Jabbar, 
Kareem 

Becoming Kareem chronicles how Kareem Abdul-Jabbar become the icon 
and legend he is today, both on and off the court. *Available in audio 
through Audible. 

Blacktop series Alonge, L.J. Blacktop follows five city kids who come together to form a pick-up 
basketball team. 

Dairy Queen Murdock, 
Catherine 

After spending her summer running the family farm and training the 
quarterback for her school's rival football team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides 
to go out for the sport herself, not anticipating the reactions of those around 
her. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Pinned Flake, Sharon 

Autumn, a competitive wrestler and the only girl on her team, and Adonis, 
the team manager and all-around good student, find a connection despite 
Adonis' reluctance and the vastly different life obstacles they confront. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

   

Fantasy/Science Fiction 

 

Marrow Thieves Dimaline, Cherie 

Indigenous peoples in North America are being hunted and harvested for 
their bone marrow, which carries the key to recovering something the rest of 
the population has lost: the ability to dream. *Available in audio through DC 
Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Out of Salem Schrieve, Hal A genderqueer zombie and a lesbian werewolf resist a corrupt government 
that wants to incinerate them. *Available in audio through Audible. 

We Hunt the Flame Faizal, Hafsah 

Arawiya, a kingdom inspired by Arabian mythology, is losing its magic. 
17-year-old Zafira, disguised as a man is known as the Hunter, the only one 
who can navigate the cursed forests of the Arz and seek the legendary jewel 
that will restore the land, but the Assassin-prince Nasir is following her, 
intending to kill Zafira and take the jewel. *Available in audio through 
Audible. 
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We Set the Dark on Fire Mejia, Tehlor 
Kay 

Born on the wrong side of the wall without legal papers, Daniela “Dani” 
Vargas graduates after 5 years of diligent training at an elite finishing school 
to join the powerful Garcia family as their son’s Primera, the first of his two 
wives. But when her true identity is threatened to be revealed, Dani is 
recruited to spy for the resistance. *Available in audio through Libby. 

   

Mystery & Suspense 

 

Before I Let Go Nijkamp, 
Marieke 

Returning to her small Alaska home town after her best friend's death, Corey 
uncovers chilling secrets about the townspeople and their treatment of Kyra 
prior to her drowning. *Available in audio through Audible. 

City of Saints & Thieves Anderson, 
Natalie 

In fictional Sangui City, Kenya, lives 16-year-old Tina, a Congolese refugee. 
Tina has two purposes in life: take care of her half sister, Kiki, and avenge 
their mother’s death. *Available in audio through DC Public Library’s 
Overdrive. 

I, Claudia McCoy, Mary 
Over the course of her high school years, awkward Claudia McCarthy finds 
herself unwittingly drawn into the dark side of her school's student 
government, with dire consequence. *Available in audio through Audible. 

Lie Tree, The Hardinge, 
Frances 

In Victorian Britain, Faith Sunderly investigates the mysterious murder of 
her father, discovering a tree that feeds that feeds upon lies and gives visions 
to those who eat its fruit. *Available in audio through Audible. 

   

Humor 

 

Epic Crush of Genie Lo, The Yee, F.C. 
Genie deals with the supernatural derailing of her college-prep activities in 
this speculative fiction novel that draws on the folklore of the Chinese 
Monkey King. *Available in audio through Tales2Go. 

Goldfish (Girl out of Water 
series) Luurtsema, Nat 

Louise Brown dreams of qualifying for the Olympics. Her swimming times 
are well above her fellow swimmers. And then she fails miserably. 
Incredibly, a floundering Lou finds herself agreeing to coach three popular 
boys who are training to compete as synchronized swimmers. 

Grendel's Guide to Love and 
War Kaplan, A. E 

Tale of a teen misfit who seeks to take down the bro next door, but ends up 
falling for his enemy's sister and uncovering difficult truths about his family 
in the process. 

When Dimple Met Rishi Menon, Sandhya 
Hilarious and heartfelt novel about Dimple and Rishi, two Indian-American 
teens whose parents conspire to arrange their marriage. *Available in audio 
through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 
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Graphic Novels 

 

Best We Could Do, The Bui, Thi In graphic novel format, Thi Bui describes her family's experiences as they 
immigrate to the United States from their war-torn home in Vietnam. 

I Was Their American Dream: A 
Graphic Memoir Gharib, Malaka Graphic memoir about being half Filipino, half Egyptian—and 100 percent 

American. 

Operatic Maclear, Kyo 

At the end of middle school Charlie has to find the perfect song for a music 
class assignment, searching genres from hip-hop to metal to disco, but she's 
constantly distracted by her classmate Emile, and wonders about Luka, who 
hasn’t been to school in weeks. 

This Was Our Pact Andrews, Ryan 

It's the night of the annual Autumn Equinox Festival, when the town gathers 
to float paper lanterns down the river. Legend has it that after drifting out of 
sight, they'll soar off to the Milky Way and turn into brilliant stars. Ben and 
his classmates are determined to find out where those lanterns really go, and 
to ensure success in their mission, they've made a pact with two simple rules: 
No one turns for home. No one looks back. 

 

Summer Reading Photo Challenge 
Submit a photo of yourself reading a book by August 31. All participants will get a small prize. Ask a grownup for help and get 
creative! Email your photo to library@stpatsdc.org. 

 

* Books can be ordered through Amazon using the St. Patrick’s Amazon Associates link. St. Patrick's receives a small portion of 
the proceeds from these sales. 
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https://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=stpatsepidays-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&adid=0K8X8HNNG653NNVC0E52&creative=390957&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stpatsdc.org%2Fhoundnet%2Fmission_bylaws%2Fpa_events__programs%2Findex.aspx

