
 

St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School  
2019 Summer Reading for Students Entering Grade 2* 

 

Early Readers and Chapter Books 

 

Ana & Andrew (series) Platt, Christine 

Ana & Andrew live in Washington, DC with their parents, but 
with family in Savannah, Georgia and Trinidad, there's always 
something exciting and new to learn about African American 
history and culture. 

Bunjitsu Bunny (series) Himmelman, John 
Isabel, aka Bunjitsu Bunny, kicks harders, throws farther, and 
hits harder than anyone else at school in this martial-arts, short 
chapter book series. 

Buzz Beaker and the Outer Space Trip 
(Buzz Beaker series) Meister, Cari Buzz travels to outer space with his dog, Raggs, and wonders 

if it was just a dream. 

Confetti Kids (series) Yoo, Paula Lily and her friends Padma, Pablo, Henry, and Mei have 
imaginative adventures throughout the city. 

Jasmine Toguchi (series) Florence, Debbi 
Michiko 

Series about Jasmine, an 8 yr. old Japanese-American girl, 
who is eager to stand out on her own both within her family 
and at school. 

Keena Ford (series) Thomson, Melisa Keena has a tendency to get into trouble. But she really 
doesn't mean to. 

Lola Levine (series) Brown, Monica 
Series about second-grader Lola Levine is a half-Peruvian and 
half-Jewish soccer player and persuasive writer who has fun 
with family and friends 

Mercy Watson (series) DiCamillo, Kate 
In this series, Mercy, a pig, always happens on adventures 
looking for food and fun. *Available in audio through DC 
Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Stink Moody (series) McDonald, Megan 
James Moody, also known as Stink, learns all about the 
shortest president of the United States, James Madison 
*Available in audio through Audible. 

Tiger vs. Nightmare Tetri, Emily 

Tiger is a very lucky kid: she has a monster living under her 
bed who is also her best friend. Monster would never try to 
scare Tiger--so while Tiger sleeps, Monster scares all of her 
nightmares away. Thanks to her friend, Tiger has nothing but 
good dreams. But waiting in the darkness is a nightmare so 
big and mean that Monster can't fight it alone. 
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Nonfiction 

 

Brilliant Deep: Rebuilding the World's 
Coral Reefs, The Messner, Kate The true story of Ken Nedimyer, founder of the Coral 

Restoration Foundation and their efforts to rebuild coral reefs. 

Dreaming Up: A Celebration of Building Hale, Christy 

Illustrations of children building are paired with concrete 
poetry and notable structures from around the world. A 
celebration of children’s playtime with information about 
innovative architects. 

Extreme Animals (series) Jenkins, Steve The Extreme Animals series spotlight the world’s most 
"extreme" from the fastest to the smelliest creatures. 

Fabulous Frogs Jenkins, Martin Frogs of all sizes and colors, bearing a variety of unique 
characteristics, hop through this beautiful book. 

Giant Squid Flemming, Candace 
Plunging into the “depths of the sunless sea,” readers are 
wrapped in the tentacles of text and illustration, gaining an 
appreciation for the ever-elusive giant squid. 

In The Past: From Trilobites to Dinosaurs 
to Mammoths in More Than 500 Million 
Years 

Elliott, David This is a poetic portrait gallery of prehistoric animals that will 
amaze both dino newbies and future paleontologists. 

Look at the Weather Teckentrup, Britta 

Weather is incredible: it's whimsical, varied, ever-present, 
sometimes destructive and other times, beautiful. This 
immersive illustrated nonfiction book is an invitation for 
readers to ponder weather and approach it with a newfound 
sense of understanding, awe, and wonder. 

Thunder Underground Yolen, Jane A picture book collection of poems that explores the vast and 
mysterious world underneath us. 

What Makes a Monster?: Discovering the 
World's Scariest Creatures Keating, Jess An informative introduction to nature's scariest creatures, 

exploring why some animals are considered 'monsters. 
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Biographies 

 

Astronaut Who Painted the Moon, The: The 
Story of Alan Bean Robbins, Dean Journey to the moon on the Apollo 12 mission with astronaut 

and artist Alan Bean. 

Chester Nez and the Unbreakable Code: A 
Navajo Code Talker's Story Bruchac, Joseph 

As a boy, Chester Nez was taught his native language and 
culture were useless, but was later called on to use his Navajo 
language to help create an unbreakable code during WWII. 

Emmanuel's Dream: The True Story of 
Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah Thompson, Laurie Ann 

The true story of Emmanuel Ofosu Yeboah, who bicycled 
across Ghana--nearly 400 miles--with only one leg. With that 
achievement he forever changed how his country treats people 
with disabilities, and he shows us all that one person is enough 
to change the world. 

Hidden Figures: The True Story of Four 
Black Women and the Space Race Shetterly, Margot Lee 

Picture book adaptation tells the stories of Dorothy Vaughan, 
Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson, and Christine Darden, four 
African-American women who lived through the Civil Rights 
Era, the Space Race, and the Cold War, and whose work 
forever changed the face of NASA and the country. 

I Dissent: Ruth Bader Ginsburg Makes Her 
Mark Levy, Debbie 

Discover the life of Supreme Court justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg in this picture-book biography about how one small 
yet powerful woman persisted against great odds. 

Libba: The Magnificent Musical Life of 
Elizabeth Cotten Veirs, Laura 

Biography of folk-music icon Elizabeth Cotten, known for 
playing the guitar upside down and backwards, who came into 
her own much later in life. 

Unforgettable Season, The: The Story of 
Joe DiMaggio, Ted Williams and the 
Record-setting Summer of '41 

Bildner, Phil 

Baseball facts, statistics, and some biographical information 
fill this picture book account of the 1941 baseball season, in 
which Yankees player Joe DiMaggio and Red Sox player Ted 
Williams set hitting records. 

When Sue Found Sue: Sue Hendrickson 
Discovers Her T. Rex Buzzeo, Toni 

In this exciting picture book biography about fossil collector 
Sue Hendrickson, children will learn about Hendrickson and 
the discovery of the most complete T. Rex fossil to date. 

Yayoi Kusama: From Here to Infinity Suzuki, Sarah A visually striking biography about the the Japanese artist 
who is known for her use of dots. 
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Books to Read Together/Read-alouds 

 

Bat Boy & His Violin, The Curtis, Gavin 
Reginald loves the violin, but when he agrees to be bat boy for 
the Negro League team his father manages, baseball and 
music bring father and son closer together. 

Charlotte's Web White, E. B. 

Classic story of a girl named Fern who loved a pig named 
Wilbur - and of Wilbur's dear friend Charlotte, a beautiful 
large grey spider who lived with Wilbur in the barn. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Dear Primo: A Letter to My Cousin Tonatiuh, Duncan 
In this picture book, two cousins, one in Mexico and one in 
New York City, write to each other and learn that even though 
their daily lives differ, the boys are very similar at heart. 

Drum Dream Girl: How One Girl's 
Courage Changed Music Engle, Margarita 

Follows a girl in 1920s Cuba as she strives to become a 
drummer, despite being continually reminded that only boys 
play the drums. *Available in audio through DC Public 
Library’s Overdrive. 

Great Ball Game, The: A Muskogee Story Bruchac, Joseph 
Folktale from the Muskogee, or Creek Nation, Bat, who has 
both wings and teeth, plays part in a game between the birds 
and the animals to decide which group is better. 

James and the Giant Peach Dahl, Roald 
James escapes his two wicked aunts and embarks on a journey 
with six giant insects he meets inside a giant peach. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane, The DiCamillo, Kate 

Edward Tulane, a cold-hearted and proud toy rabbit, loves 
only himself until he is separated from the little girl who 
adores him and travels across the country, acquiring new 
owners and listening to their hopes, dreams and histories. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 

Rooster Who Would Not Be Quiet!, The Deedy, Carmen Agra 

A noisy rooster does what roosters do despite the rules set by 
a bossy mayor in the town of La Paz. This whimsical, 
folktale-like story is also available in Spanish, El Gallo Que 
No Se Callaba! 

Thunder Rose Nolen, Jerdine 
A tall tale picture book of Thunder Rose who performs all 
sorts of amazing feats including taming a stampeding herd of 
steers and turning aside a tornado. 

Where the Mountain Meets the Moon Lin, Grace 

Minli, an adventurous girl from a poor Chinese village, buys a 
magical goldfish, and then joins a dragon who cannot fly on a 
quest to find the Old Man of the Moon in hopes of bringing 
life to Fruitless Mountain and freshness to Jade River. 
*Available in audio through DC Public Library’s Overdrive. 
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Summer Reading Photo Challenge 
Submit a photo of yourself reading a book by August 31. All participants will get a small prize. Ask a grownup for help and get 
creative! Email your photo to library@stpatsdc.org. 

   

* Books can be ordered through Amazon using the St. Patrick’s Amazon Associates link. St. Patrick's receives a small portion of the 
proceeds from these sales. 
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https://www.amazon.com/?_encoding=UTF8&tag=stpatsepidays-20&linkCode=ur2&camp=1789&adid=0K8X8HNNG653NNVC0E52&creative=390957&ref-refURL=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stpatsdc.org%2Fhoundnet%2Fmission_bylaws%2Fpa_events__programs%2Findex.aspx

