
St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School 
2017 Summer Reading for Students 

Entering Grade 1*

Early Readers

At the Beach Andrews, Alexa
Early Reader - In this easy reader, kids will have fun seeing 
photographs and reading about the fish that live in the ocean, sand 
castles on the beach, and birds in the sky.

Axel the Truck (series) Riley, J. D. Early Reader - Axel the truck may be little, but he has big wheels, 
a big heart, and a big appetite for adventure.

Best Friends Michaels, Anna Early Reader - Two short chapters, each containing less than fifty 
words, describe the activities of a couple of friends. 

A Big Guy Took My Ball! Willems, Mo Early Reader - Two short chapters, each containing less than fifty 
words, describe the activities of a couple of friends. 

Big Pig, Little Pig McPhail, David Early Reader - Although they like different things, Big Pig and 
Little Pig enjoy spending time together.

Cat Traps Coxe, Molly Early Reader - A hungry cat, wanting a snack, tries to catch 
different animals without much success.

Happy and Honey (series) Godwin, Laura Early Reader - Honey the cat is determined to play with Happy the 
dog, even though he is trying to sleep.

The Hat Keller, Holly
Early Reader - Presents a children's story about how Dan helped 
Pam to find her red hat and features a song about the story and a 
fun activity.

Ice Cream Soup Ingalls, Ann Early Reader - A boy tries to make an ice cream cake, but ends up 
with ice cream soup.

The Life of Max (series) Worsham, Adria
Early Reader - Max has a busy life - lots of places to go and 
people to see. A diverse group of children will make friends with 
Max and join his adventures in this delightful series. 

Loose Tooth Suen, Anastasia
Early Reader - Peter can't decide if he wants his loose tooth to fall 
out, but money from the tooth fairy will help him buy a new 
basketball.

Magic Matt and the Dinosaur Maccarone, Grace
Early Reader - Magic Matt can do magic! But sometimes he 
makes mistakes. Magic Matt just wants to make a turtle. Instead, 
he conjures up a meat-eating dinosaur!

Mud! Lewison, Wendy Cheyette Early Reader - Text and pictures present the joyous experience of 
mud all over the shoe, you, the hair and everywhere.

A New Friend Blevins, Wiley
Early Reader - Dogs and cats aren't supposed to be friends. Dogs 
chase and bark at cats. But this dog and cat know real friendship 
when they feel it, and nothing will keep them apart! 

Safari Tuchman, Gail Nonfiction Early Reader - Photographs and text take readers 
inside the action on an African safari.

Tiny the Snow Dog Meister, Carl Early Reader - Tiny and his owner play in the snow and Tiny 
becomes a snow dog.

Treat Sullivan, Mary Early Reader -   A family dog is focused on finding a treat, no 
matter the cost.

We Are Growing! Willems, Mo
Early Reader - The exuberance felt by a few blades of grass as 
they celebrate their individuality and quick growth is cut short in 
the face of an approaching lawn mower. 

Why a Dog? By A. Cat Koontz, Robin

Early Reader - In this irresistibly funny book, the author reveals a 
cat's secret thoughts about his canine competition. When A. Cat 
lists the rhyming reasons dogs are not good pets, there is one 
reason to have a dog for a friend.

Zapato Power: Freddie Ramos Springs Into 
Action Jules, Jacqueline

Early Reader Chapter Book - When a very important inventor 
needs rescuing, Freddie Ramos activates his special sneakers and 
becomes a superhero.

Picture Books & Parent Read-Alouds

Ada Twist, Scientist Beatty, Andrea
Picture Book - Inquisitive Ada Twist is determined to identify a 
mysterious smell. Her mission includes some not-so-successful 
science experiments, supportive parents, and insatiable curiosity.

All Kinds of Kids Gardeski, Christina Mia
Picture Book - Children may be different in how they look, what 
they like to do, and even what they like to eat, but they all have 
great smiles.

Amazing Grace Hoffman, Mary Picture Book - Grace is told that Peter Pan is not a girl and not 
black; but Grace can do anything she sets her mind to. 

Anna Hibiscus (series)
Atinuke Fiction - Anna Hibiscus loves her life in Africa where she lives in 

a wonderful house with her entire family, but longs to see snow.

Big Red Lollipop Khan, Rukhsana

Picture Book - Having to take her younger sister along the first 
time she is invited to a birthday party spoils Rubina's fun, and later 
when that sister is asked to a party and baby sister wants to come, 
Rubina must decide whether to help.



Bravo, Chico Canta! Bravo Mora, Pat

Picture Book - Chico Canta, is a tiny, mischievous, fearless mouse 
who lives with his family in an old theater. Mrs. Canta encourages 
her twelve children to speak many languages and when a clever 
kitten threatens the family, Chico proves the power of being 
bilingual.

Bright Eyes, Brown Skin Hudson, Cheryl Willis
Picture Book - Presents a children's rhyming book for early 
readers about young children who enjoy the daily activities at 
school.

The Boy Who Called Fabulous Newman, Leslea
Picture Book - A young boy's fascination with everything he sees 
around him causes him to be late and upsets his parents, until they 
come to realize his special gift.

Cendrillon San Souci, Robert
Picture Book - A Creole variant of the familiar Cinderella tale set 
in the Caribbean and narrated by the godmother who helps 
Cendrillon find true love

Chato's Kitchen Soto, Gary Picture Book - Chato is happy when a family of mice move into 
the neighborhood, but the mice know to be careful of Chato.

The Duckling Gets a Cookie Willems, Mo Picture Book - The duckling gets a cookie just by asking. What is 
the pigeon to do?

Estela's Swap O'Neill, Alexis
Picture Book - A young Mexican American girl accompanies her 
father to a swap meet, where she hopes to sell her music box for 
money for dancing lessons.

E-mergency! Lichtenheld, Tom Concept - Using humor and A-Z, the rules on how to use "e" are 
explained.

Exclamation Mark Rosenthal, Amy Krouse Concept - Using humor and minimalist illustrations, the function 
of the exclamation mark is explained.

First Come the Zebra Barasch, Lynn

Picture Book - When two young Kenyan boys, one Maasai and 
one Kikuyu, first meet, they are hostile toward each other based 
on traditional rivalries, but after they suddenly have to work 
together, the boys begin to discover what they have in common.

Ganesha's Sweet Tooth Patel, Sanjay

Picture Book - An original story based on Hindu mythology, this 
book tells the story about how Ganesha's love of sweets led to a 
broken tusk and the writing of the epic poem, the Mahabharata. 
Includes author's note about the myth.

Harlem's Little Blackbird Watson, Renee
Picture Book Biography - Illustrations and text relate the life story 
of Florence Mills, touching on her family history, and describing 
her accomplishments as a singer during the Harlem Renaissance.

I Live in Tokyo Takabayashi, Mari Picture Book - Follows daily life in Tokyo, Japan through the 
activities of a seven-year-old girl.

Jin Woo Bunting, Eve Picture Book - Davey is not sure about having a new adopted 
brother from Korea.

Lailah’s Lunchbox: A Ramadan Story Faruqi, Reem
Picture Book - Lailah, a young girl who has been looking forward 
to fasting for Ramadan for her first time, suddenly feels shy 
because she is at a new school in a new country.

Last Stop on Market Street de la Pena, Matt
Picture Book - A young boy rides the bus across town with his 
grandmother and learns to appreciate the beauty in everyday 
things.

Layla's Headscarf Cohen, Miriam

Picture Book - Shy Layla is unwilling to open up about herself or 
share why she wears a head scarf that sets her apart from the other 
students, until kind teachers and classmates help her feel more 
comfortable with the other first graders.

The Lemonade Hurricane Morelli, Licia

Picture Book - Emma's little brother Henry is a good kid--but 
when his day has been too busy and too full, Henry can become a 
hurricane! Emma wishes that she could teach Henry to be still. 
One day, she shows Henry how meditation can make a big 
difference in both their lives

Marisol McDonald Doesn't Match Brown, Monica
Picture Book - Marisol McDonald, a biracial, nonconformist, 
soccer-playing pirate-princess with brown skin and red hair, 
celebrates her uniqueness

Me… Jane McDonnell, Patrick Picture Book - A story about the childhood of Jane Goodall, which 
connects nicely with her adult career.

Miami Jackson Gets It Straight McKissack, Pat
Early Reader - The school year is almost over, but nine-year-old 
Miami still has to deal with his nemesis, Destinee Tate, and also 
faces a challenge when he shops for a gift for his teacher.

Mice Squeak, We Speak Shapiro, Arnold

Picture Book - The sounds that animals make is the joyful subject 
of this very simple rhyme in three verses, and dePaola's exuberant 
illustrations in his best bold folk-art style will have kids joining in 
and shouting out the words.

Mousetronaut: Based on a (Partially) True 
Story Kelly, Jack Picture Book - A story of a mouse who wants to travel into space. 

Based on Jack Kelly's experience as an astronaut.   

Night of the Moon Khan, Hena Picture Book - Yasmeen has a wonderful time celebrating the 
Muslim holy month of Ramadan with her family and friends.

Rain School Rumford, James
Picture Book - The children arrive on the first day of school and 
build a mud structure to be their classroom for the next nine 
months until the rainy season comes and washes it all away.

My Father is Taller Than a Tree Bruchac, Jack Picture Book - A different father and son pair on each double-page 
spread show all the wonderful ways that fathers can be.

The Name Jar Choi, Yangsook Picture Book - The new girl in school has a Korean name no one 
can pronounce. Should she get a new name? 



Ostrich and Lark Nelson, Marilyn Picture Book - A folktale from Africa beautifully illustrated by 
children in Africa.

A Piece of Home Watts, Jerry
Picture Book - In this compassionate immigration story, Hee Jun 
and his family slowly adjust to their new life in West Virginia 
after moving from Korea.

She Loved Baseball: The Effa Manley Story Vernick, Audrey

Picture Book Biography - An illustrated biography of baseball 
fanatic Effa Manley, describing her childhood in Philadelphia, her 
career as a business manager, how she came to be the owner of the 
New Jersey baseball team, the Newark Eagles, and her induction 
into the Baseball Hall of Fame.

She Persisted Clinton, Chelsea

Nonfiction - Chelsea Clinton introduces tiny feminists, mini 
activists and little kids who are ready to take on the world to 
thirteen inspirational women who never took no for an answer, 
and who always, inevitably and without fail, persisted.

This is Not My Hat Klassen, Jon Picture Book - 2012 Caldecott Award winner. A fish is wearing a 
hat, but whose hat is it?

Thunder Boy, Jr. Alexie, Sherman
Picture Book - Named after his father, Thunder Boy Jr. seeks a 
new name that’s all his own and celebrates something cool that he 
has done.

The Umbrella Brett, Jan Picture Book - Carlos goes into the cloud forest to find animals, 
but he misses them even though they play with his umbrella.

Uncle Bobby's Wedding Brannen, Sarah S. 

Picture Book - Chloë is jealous and sad when her favorite uncle 
announces that he will be getting married, but she gets to know 
Uncle Jamie better and becomes involved in planning the 
wedding.

Uno Dos Tres: My First Spanish Rhymes Canetti, Yanitzia Counting - A beginning counting book in Spanish.

The Voyage of Turtle Rex Cyrus, Kurt Picture Book - The journey of a baby sea turtle is told in a tale 
which also explores life cycles in the ocean.

We Found a Hat Klassen, Jon
Picture Book - Two turtles unexpectedly explore the depths of 
their friendship and loyalty when they come across a good-looking 
hat without an owner.

Yo! Yes? Raschka, Chris Picture Book - Two lonely characters, one black and one white, 
meet on the street and become friends.

You Can Do It! Dungy, Tony
Picture Book - Faith and the support of a loving family help 
Linden when he is upset over being the only one in his class or at 
home who does not know what he wants to be when he grows up.

Yummy: Eight Favorite Folktales Cousins, Lucy Picture Book - Classic fairy tales with bold, expressive 
illustrations and elegantly simple text.

Whistle for Willie Keats, Ezra Jack Picture Book - Peter wants very much to learn to whistle.  Finally 
he whistles well enough to call his dog Willie.

Zomo: The Rabbit Trickster Tale from West 
Africa McDermott, Gerald Picture Book - A trickster folktale from West Africa.

* Books can be ordered via Amazon at the 
following link. http://astore.amazon.
com/stpatsepidays-20
   St. Patrick's receives a small portion of the proceeds from these sales.


