
MINUTES 
St. Patrick’s Episcopal Day School 

Parents Association Executive Committee Meeting - Open Meeting 
Wednesday, October 11, 2017 

 
 

Parents Association President Tiane Doman called the meeting to order at 8:30 a.m. 
 
IN ATTENDANCE 
Kimberly Matthews, Elaine del Cerro, Peter Barrett, Tiane Doman, Elizabeth Owens, Kelly 
Lugar, Joneis Thomas, Elizabeth Engel, Merel Young, Shannon Powell McCarter, Whitney 
Rosenthal, Julie Babinard, Julie Khuzami, Terri Johnson, Hillary Chassin, Julie Pulzone, 
Elizabeth Owens, Terry Manago, Tashia Senn-Jones, Thalia Diller, Zakiya Johnson, Karen 
Kelliher, Kate Meek, and Erica Thompson  
 
WELCOME & PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Tiane Doman welcomed the Executive Committee members and parents to the first Open 
Meeting of the 2017-2018 school year. She gave an overview of PA-sponsored activities, 
including Book Fair, Family Fun Day, and Greenery Sales. She also gave a overview of 
upcoming PA and school events listed on the agenda. 
 
BOOK FAIR UPDATE - KATE MEEK 
Kate updated the committee and the guest parents on the upcoming Book Fair, which will kick 
off on Sunday, November 12, from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. with the pizza party and games. As in 
previous years, Book Fair patrons will be able to donate books to the library and have the 
donor’s name listed on the Giving Tree. New items at this year’s Book Fair include a new 
vendor, Child’s Play; more new books; and author visits arranged through the publisher, which 
will save the PA money. Today, Kimberly Brubaker Bradley is visiting the MacArthur Campus 
to speak with the middle schoolers. 
 
PA SUMMER GRANT RECIPIENT REPORT - THE REV. AMY YOUNT 
This summer, Amy Yount attended an accelerated Spanish language immersion program at 
Dartmouth College. The program, called Rassias Language Immersion Program, is a 10-day 
program started by John Rassias to help adults learn to speak Spanish. It is a full immersion 
experience open to people of all language-speaking levels. A typical day consisted of breakfast, 
grammar class, drill class, lunch, culture class, drill class, class, and dinner. All classes were 
conducted fully in Spanish.  
 
Amy’s overarching lessons 

1. Competency is learned, not given. 
2. Being a student is a journey in social-emotional learning. 
3. Identity and language are intertwined 
4. When the heart is there, you find ways to communicate. 

 



Julie Khuzami asked if Amy has shared her experience with the other Spanish teachers at St. 
Patrick’s. Julie Pulzone thinks that Amy’s overarching lessons can help all the teachers at St. 
Patrick’s and suggested that they be shared with everyone. Amy has not shared her experience in 
detail but has been asked and plans to visit and share with the Spanish classes. She wants them to 
“get comfortable with the messiness of learning.” 
 
Tiane Doman gave an overview of the PA Faculty and Staff Summer Travel and Study Grants 
and gifts to the school. Three faculty and staff grants were awarded this past spring to the Rev. 
Amy Yount, Kankunda Klingenberg, and Danielle Wade. This year’s grants ranged from $2,000 
to $3,500 in value. We award grants and gifts based on written requests submitted by Day School 
faculty and staff. Tiane listed the gifts awarded this past spring to the Day School by division. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Tiane Doman called for a motion to approve the minutes from the September 2017 Executive 
Committee meeting. Kimberly Matthews made the motion. 
MOTION: Motion to approve the September Executive Committee minutes. 
ACTION: Motion approved. 
 
Tiane continued to review upcoming events with an emphasis on the Development 
Office-sponsored “Coffee and Conversation” event held in September, which was very 
successful. Julie Khuzami plugged the upcoming Faculty and Staff Appreciation Breakfast 
occurring this Friday, October 13. 
 
HEAD OF SCHOOL REPORT - PETER BARRETT 
All division-level Back-to-School Nights are complete. Next week we have the Nursery and PK 
and Kindergarten Potlucks. Grades 5 and 6 overnights occurred last week and this week. The 
Professional Day for faculty and staff was yesterday, October 10. Most of the work done at this 
event was devoted to the upcoming accreditation in April 2018. Erica Thompson and Jen 
Congdon are chairing the accreditation efforts. The eight faculty members who visited Haiti were 
welcomed back and present at yesterday’s Professional Day. A highlight of their trip was visiting 
the new classrooms constructed at the St. Etienne school in honor of Marcy Ferrence. 
 
Erica Thompson spoke about the upcoming Equity Conversation on October 26 at 6:30 p.m. She 
is working with fellow faculty members Jonathan Fichter and Samantha Fletcher on ways to 
facilitate conversation at the event. 
 
Peter continued with a question concerning the 2018-2019 school calendar. Question: Does a St. 
Patrick’s Weekend (Green & White Night on Friday and Family Fun Day on Saturday) make 
sense? Julie Pulzone and Hillary Chassin suggested separating out a Thursday Back-to-School 
Night from the other two events. 
 
 



SPECIAL FUNDRAISING AND BUDGET OVERVIEW - JULIE PULZONE AND 
WHITNEY ROSENTHAL 

Julie Pulzone quickly reviewed the PA budget. We operate with a cash budget that we do our 
best to balance. When budgeting, we look at our income streams, then decide what we can fund 
for the year. PA fundraisers include Family Fun Day, Book Fair, and greenery and bulb sales. 
The biggest expenses are the Summer Travel and Study Grants and gifts to the Day School.  

 
Whitney Rosenthal presented three new fundraising opportunities: Mabel’s Labels, Plum Print, 
and Primary Clothing. If approved by the Executive Committee, Whitney will set up an account 
for St. Patrick’s with each vendor. These affinity programs require no money, storage, or 
manpower from St. Patrick’s. There are also no minimums to participate. Tiane Doman gave 
Whitney the go-ahead to pursue these fundraising opportunities. Whitney distributed greenery 
and bulb forms. Tiane Doman asked what happens when a teacher is the recipient of multiple 
wreath donations. Elizabeth Owens answered that the teacher gets to decide the fate of all of the 
wreaths donated to him/her. 
 
GRANDPARENTS & SPECIAL FRIENDS VISITING DAY - TERRY MANAGO 
Grandparents & Special Friends Visiting Day is scheduled for Tuesday, November 21, from 8:00 
to 11:00 a.m. One big change this year is that Grandparents & Special Friends Visiting Day will 
be a Kindergarten to Grade 5 event. Terry is looking for other ways to involve Grade 6 students 
and is considering asking them to serve as ushers to help guests navigate the school. Another 
change is the possible implementation of a photo booth to ensure that all students and guests get 
photos. Terry is currently drafting a letter to the grandparents and special friends that will come 
from Peter thanking them for their participation and contributions. Terry is asking that all present 
help to advertise and recruit volunteers for this event. 
 
LOGO WEAR - SHANNON POWELL MCCARTER 
Shannon introduced the new items that are stocked in the Development Office. These items 
arrived in time for Family Fun Day and several sold out. New items include hair bows, 
toddler-sized tees, headbands, and quarter-zip fleeces. Shannon, with the help of Elizabeth 
Owens, will reorder and restock the school store this week. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
Elaine del Cerro inquired about selling bread this year at Gifts for Good to raise money for 
Horizons Greater Washington. Tiane Doman offered to put Elaine in touch with Kit Ballenger 
who is chairing Gifts for Good this year to see if it’s possible. 
 
Door Prize winners: Terry Johnson, Terry Manago, and Julie Babinard. 
 
ADJOURNED: 10:06 a.m. 
 


