
St. Patrick's Episcopal Day School 
2017 Summer Reading for Students 

Entering Grade 5*

Required Reading

Wonder R. J. Palacio Realistic Fiction

Read at least three more books - one from this list.

Nonfiction

Bubonic Panic: When Plague Invaded America Jarrow, Gail

Nonfiction - Jarrow explores America’s experience with the 
bubonic plague and the social and medical factors that helped its 
spread and containment.

Bodies from the Ice: Melting Glaciers and the 
Recovery of the Past Deem, James Nonfiction - In 1991, mountain climbers near the Italian-Austrian 

border came across an iceman was from 4700 B.C.E!!

Crow Smarts: Inside the Brain of the World's 
Brightest Bird

Turner, Pamela S. Nonfiction - New Caledonian crows demonstrate that they both 
use and produce tools.

Dive! Word War II Stories of Sailors & 
Submarines in the Pacific Hopkinson, Deborah Nonfiction - Hopkinson related the undersea exploits of American 

submariners during World War II.

Fred Korematsu Speaks Up Atkins, Laura & Stan 
Yogi

Biography/Verse - When Fred Korematsu, a young Japanese-
American man, defied U.S. governmental orders by refusing to 
report to prison camps during World War II, setting in motion a 
landmark civil liberties case.

Great White Shark Scientist, The Montgomery, Sy

Nonfiction - Montgomery invites her readers to appreciate great 
white sharks, through the work of scientists who use video 
recordings and tags to identify and then track individual sharks 
and a diving expedition.

Higher, Steeper, Faster: The Daredevils Who 
Conquered the Skies Goldstone, Lawrence

Nonfiction - Discover female and male aviators who pushed the 
limits of flight by experimenting in perilious stunts and breaking 
records of speed, distance and height.

How to Survive in Antarctica Bledsoe, Lucy Jane Nonfiction - How to stay warm in -100 degree-weather, and what 
to do if you are about to fall through an ice crevasse.

Isaac the Alchemist: Secrets of Isaac Newton, 
Reveal'd Losure, Mary Biography - biography of the father of modern physics and 

“greatest alchemist who ever lived." 



Nation's Hope, A de La Pena, Matt Biography - The fight between African-American Joe Louis and 
German Max Schmeling is about more than two different races.

Out of Wonder: Poems Celebrating Poets Alexander, Kwame
Poetry - Kwame Alexander, Chris Colderley and Marjory 
Wentworth present original poems that pay homage to twenty 
famed poets.

Pathfinders: The Journeys of 16 Extraordinary 
Black Souls Bolden, Tonya Biography - In 16 minibiographies, Bolden tells the stories of 

little-known, notable African-Americans.

Stormy Seas: Stories of Young Boat Refugees Leatherdale, Mary Beth Nonfiction - Stories of refugees across modern history who have 
been forced to flee their homelands by boat. 

Vietnam: A History of the War Freedman, Russell
Nonfiction - An overview of Vietnamese history under colonial 
rule and America’s involvement in the Vietnam War.

We Will Not Be Silent: The White Rose Student 
Resistance Movement That Defied Adolf Hitler Freedman, Russell

Nonfiction - Three siblings risked everything to be part of a 
student resistance movement called the White Rose, and took a 
courageous stand to denounce the Nazis.

Whydah, The: A Pirate Ship Feared, Wrecked, 
and Found Sandler, Martin W. Nonfiction - Sandler tells the exciting true story of the only 

wrecked pirate ship ever found and the mysteries it revealed.

Fiction

Al Capone Does My Shirts Choldenko, Gennifer Historical Fiction - Moose moves to Alcatraz where his father is a 
guard, but he leaves behind everything. Can he be happy?

Amina's Voice Khan, Hena
A Pakistani-American girl starting middle school learns how to 
cope with the changes and challenges she faces at home, at school, 
and within her close-knit Muslim community.

Ashes to Asheville Dooley, Sarah
Realistic Fiction - Two sisters take an impromptu road trip to 
scatter their mother's ashes without the knowledge of their other 
mother and grandmother.

Booked Alexander, Kwame
Sports Fiction - Twelve-year-old Nick excels on the soccer field 
but struggles to deal with his parents' divorce in this touching yet 
humorous novel in verse.

Brave (graphic novel) Chmakova, Svetlana 

Fiction - In his daydreams, Jensen is a brave hero who constantly 
saves his friends and the world. But in reality middle school is 
hard, even more so now the duo behind the school newspaper, 
Jenny and Akilah, bring him into their chaotic whirlwind of school 
news and drama. 

Bud, Not Buddy Curtis, Christopher Paul Historical Fiction - It's 1936 in Flint Michigan, when Bud decides 
to hit the road and find his father.



Chronicles of Chrestomanci (series) Wynne Jones, Diana

Fantasy - Series set in multiple parallel universes of the Twelve 
Related Worlds, where only an enchanter with nine lives is 
powerful enough to control the rampant misuse of magic -- and to 
hold the title Chrestomanci.

Crack in the Sea Bouwman, H.M.
Fantasy - a magical journey through three tales of separation and 
reunion, family and friendship with deeper references to the 
enslaved and refugees.

End of the Wild, The Helget, Nicole
Realistic- Fern's impoverished family, in rural Michigan, is 
struggling. Is the answer to their financial problems the fracking 
industry coming into their area?

Fish Girl (graphic novel) Napoli, Donna Jo

Fiction - A young mermaid a boardwalk aquarium accidental is 
seen by and meets with an ordinary girl. Their growing friendship 
inspires Fish Girl's longing for freedom, independence, and a life 
beyond the aquarium tank.

Fish in a Tree Hunt, Lynda Mullaly
Realistic Fiction - Ally's greatest fear is that everyone will find out 
she is as dumb as they think she is because she still doesn't know 
how to read

Forever, or a long, long time Carter, Caela

Realistic Fiction - Two foster children struggle to believe that 
they’ve found their forever home, and when they learn that their 
adoptive mother is pregnant, they will need closure on their past 
lives before they are able to move forward. 

Full Cicada Moon Hilton, Marilyn

Historical Fiction - In 1969 twelve-year-old Mimi and her family 
move to an all-white town in Vermont, where Mimi's mixed-race 
background and interest in "boyish" topics like astronomy make 
her feel like an outsider.

Funny Girl: Funniest. Stories. EVER. Bird, Betsy (ed.)
Realistic Fiction - An anthology of 28 short stories, 
autobiographical essays, and comic strips that show that show how 
humorous girls can be.

George Gino, Alex
Realistic Fiction - Knowing herself to be a girl despite her 
outwardly male appearance, George is denied a female role in the 
class play before teaming up with a friend to reveal her true self.

Georgia Rules Steveson, Nanci Turner 

Realistic Fiction - Magnolia Grace never wanted to leave Georgia. 
She never wanted to move with her mama to the farm her daddy 
owned before he died. But now here she is, in a tiny Vermont 
town where everybody sings the praises of the father Maggie 
never knew.

Goat, The Fleming, Anne

Realistic Fiction - Kid accompanies her parents to New York City 
for a six-month stint of dog-sitting and home-schooling, her 
uncle's fancy apartment building. Rumor says there’s a goat living 
on the roof, but how can that be?

Inkheart (series) Funke, Cornelia Fantasy - As Meggie's father reads from a book, the evil ruler 
Capricorn escapes from the book into their living room!



Kickoff! and other books Barber, Tiki & Ronde Sports Fiction - Tiki & Ronde are football stars in Elementary 
School, but are they ready for Middle School football?

Last Fifth Grade of Emerson Elementary, The Shovan, Laura
Realistic Fiction - Ms. Hill’s students, are required to write a 
poem every morning and chronicle the year with changes to their 
lives and their school.

Locomotion Woodson, Jacqueline Fiction - 5th grader Lonnie's parents were killed in a fire 4 years 
ago & his school's poetry assignment reflects his own struggle.

Lost in the Sun Graff, Lisa

Realistic Fiction - As Trent Zimmerman struggles to move past a 
traumatic event that took place several months earlier, he 
befriends class outcast Fallon Little, who helps him understand 
that he can move on

Lucy and Andy Neanderthal Brown, Jeffrey

Graphic Novel - Lucy and her goofball brother Andy, two 
Neanderthal siblings living 40,000 years ago, take on a wandering 
baby sibling, bossy teens, cave paintings, and a mammoth hunt. 
But what will happen when they encounter a group of humans? 
Includes a special paleontologist section that helps to dispel 
common Neanderthal myths.

Nest, The Oppel, Kenneth

Fiction - An anxious boy named Steve becomes convinced that the 
'angels' visiting him will save his sick baby brother. But these are 
creatures of a very different kind, and their plan for the baby has a 
twist. 

One Crazy Summer (series) Williams-Garcia, Rita

Fiction - In the summer of 1968, after traveling from Brooklyn to 
Oakland, California, to spend a month with the mother they barely 
know, eleven-year-old Delphine and her two younger sisters arrive 
to find out their mother wants them to attaend Black Panther 
summer camp.

Pax Pennypacker, Sara Fiction - Peter runs away from home to reunite with his beloved 
pet fox, Pax.

Point Guard (Home Team series) Lupica, Mike
Sports Fiction - Gus and Cassie have always been on the same 
team off the field, but can they stay friends when they’re on the 
same court?

Riding Freedom Ryan, Pam Munoz Historical Fiction - Charlotte Parkhurst, Charley, disguises herself 
as a man in order to pursue her love of horses. 

Rules Lord, Cynthia Fiction - Catherine tries to help her autistic brother by making up 
rules about how he should behave, but it isn’t as easy for herself.

Secret Keepers Stewart, Trenton Lee
Fiction - Reuben, a lone boy with a penchant for finding "spots 
where no one would ever think to look" finds a mysterious watch 
and unravels a series of startling secrets.



See You in the Cosmos Cheng, Jack

Realistic Fiction - 11-year-old Alex Petroski records everything. 
He records the story of how he travels to New Mexico to a rocket 
festival with his dog, Carl Sagan, and his rocket that he will use to 
transport his golden iPod into space to try and reach alien life.

Short Goldberg, Holly Sloan
Fiction - Julia is very short for her age, but by the end of the 
summer run of The Wizard of Oz, she'll realize how big she is 
inside, where it counts.

Single Stone, A McKinlay, Meg
Fiction - In an isolated society, one girl makes a discovery that 
will change everything — and learns that a single stone, once set 
in motion, can bring down a mountain.

Snow White (graphic novel) Phelan, Matt Graphic novel - The story of Snow White, imagined through a 
1920s noir lens with all the opulence and poverty of the times.

Warriors, The Bruchac, Joseph Sports Fiction - Jack moves to DC from a reservation, but the new 
LAX team only cares about winning & nothing about his people. 

Way to Stay in Destiny, The Scattergood, Augusta Fiction - Theo leaves everything behind to live with his Uncle 
Chester, a Vietnam War veteran and loner, in Destiny, Florida.

Welcome to Wonderland (Series) Grabenstein, Chris

Fiction - P.T. Wilkie loves to spin tall tales and be the center of 
attention, and tells many about his family's motel the Wonderland. 
But when the bank demands full payment on a balloon loan, P.T. 
and his new friend, Gloria Ortega, have to come up with $100,000 
by the end of the month or lose the Wonderland forever.

Wells and Wong mysteries (series) Stevens, Robin

Mystery - Daisy Wells and Hazel Wong are best friends at 
Deepdean School for Girls, and they both have a penchant for 
solving mysteries and soon form their own secret detective 
agency.

When You Reach Me Stead, Rebecca Mystery/Fantasy - In 1978 New York City, Miranda receives 
notes from the future that should save her life. Will they?

Witch's Boy Barnhill, Kelly
Fantasy - Nine enormous boulders are awakened from their long 
sleep by the actions of a seemingly powerless boy and the 
daughter of the Bandit King.

The Wolf’s Boy Beckhorn, Susan 
Williams 

Fiction -Two outcasts, a boy and a wolf, band together to survive 
the harsh, Ice-age winter.

* Books can be ordered via Amazon at the 
following link. http://astore.amazon.
com/stpatsepidays-20
   St. Patrick's receives a small portion of the 
proceeds from these sales.


